Free to shape your own future: The Church of Ireland Youth Forum 
address by the archbishop of Dublin, The Most Reverend Dr Michael Jackson
DISESTABLISHMENT AND ITS CONTEXT
The Disestablishment of the Church of Ireland began, in a certain sense, with the failure of The 1798 Rebellion. Ireland was and remains a place with a significant, if not excessive and at times unhealthy, interest in religion almost as an end in itself. The worst expression of this is festering sectarianism. When this is allied to power, and all of its negatives for many and positives for few, there is an on-going problem. We need to remember that The Presbyterians and The Roman Catholics had high hopes over against the Established Church of Ireland in 1798. These hopes related to the freedom of communities to worship in their own tradition and to the freedom of individuals to have a vote. Such exclusions seem incredible and outrageous to us today. The Act of Union of 1800, following 1798 and to the disappointment of many, confirmed the Church of Ireland as The Established Church – the church to which everyone in theory belonged, the church of the nation – and as a part of The united Church of England and Ireland.
The only credible political and practical way forward was to make concessions. They took the form of Catholic Emancipation in 1829 (which resulted in uniting The Presbyterians and The Church of Ireland into a sort of political Protestantism) and the Disestablishment of The Church of Ireland in 1869 (which brought to an end the privileged position of The united Church of England and Ireland as the national church. Numerically its position had also become unsustainable in this role.) The Disestablishment of The Church of Ireland was primarily a political act. It was designed to address something that has returned to meet us today in the clothing of Brexit: The Irish Question in The Westminster Parliament: how to deal appropriately with your closest neighbour with whom you share many similarities and still from whom you differ substantially. The General Synod became the governing body of the new Church of Ireland and remains such to this day.

… FREE TO SHAPE YOUR OWN FUTURE …

This became the slogan of Disestablishment: … free to shape your own future ... Considering the political storm out of which it came, it is exciting and hopeful; it gives an independent voice for change and development to a church as a church, as an oasis of hope and fresh belonging for all who choose to belong as opposed to all who are assumed to belong. It can continue to be taken by every generation of young people in the Church of Ireland as a strong encouragement to engage with the capacities, abilities, enthusiasms - your willingness to be included, your hope of not being patronized by tokenism, the gifts that you already have. You want to bring those capacities into the church of today for the church of today and tomorrow. This slogan encourages you to engage without delay. It encourages you to believe in God and to believe in yourselves. It encourages you to take the initiative in opening up an omni-generational conversation about structure and policy as well as values and commitments. It remains an open-hearted encouragement to The Church of Ireland to take this freedom and to shape tomorrow in every generation. 
TODAY NOT TOMORROW

The first thing I want to say is: 
Young People are the church of today and are not to be parked as the church of tomorrow. Within your own dioceses, it is important for you to open up relationships and conversations with those who are decisions makers and to help the people who cannot do this sort of thing for themsleves to see the horizon from where you are standing. It is the horizon that beckons us forward while we instinctively spend too much of our time on the ground in front of us, not least in church life. The Parable of The Sower is the perfect Scriptural picture for this. We all concentrate on the difficulties and the stones and the thorns and the rough ground and forget about the harvest already waiting for us and for others. 
BUILDING RESPECT

The second thing I want to say is:

Do the things that you do well and celebrate them in the right way personally and on social media. Build respect from others who are your peers and who do not believe in God as well as those who are your peers and do believe in God. And the same holds for your elders, both those who do and who do not believe in God. And do this around the things that really matter to you and about which you are passionate. Some of the things that have long seemed to me consistently to matter to young people are:

friendship and loyalty; 
fairness and justice; 
creation and environment. 
You yourselves will undoubtedly have other ways to express these and you will have other priorities of which I know nothing. Stick to them! Speak about them! Young people can bring back to and keep on the older agenda of The Church of Ireland and The General Synod this openness to an active life of prayerful faith that all too readily is lost by the custodians of the older agenda in a world of politics and procedures. 
A RIGHTFUL PLACE 

The third thing I want to say is:

Seek your rightful place; raise your rightful voice in The Church of Ireland with the people who make decisions and tell them about the things that matter to you, ask them about the things that matter to them and together celebrate your differences and combine your resources. And most urgently of all perhaps: Take time to work out what it means to be a member of the Church of Ireland today, what it means to be an Anglican in Ireland and to be a young and a fresh Anglican.
PROSPECT 

It is always important to root what we say in Holy Scripture as Christian people. And The Church of Ireland is a Scriptural church. So I offer you words you will find in the First Letter of St John, 1 John 3.2: Dear friends, we are now God’s children; what we shall be has not yet been disclosed, but we know that when Christ appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. I pass this verse of Scripture on to you because I have always found it to be a great encouragment in bad times as in good. Whatever any other Christian or any other member of The Church of Ireland may tell you or me, Holy Scripture tells us: I am now a child of God. Whatever contribution you or I might make in terms of service and assistance to others around those core values that young people constantly have taught me: friendship, fairness and environment I do not yet know but there is no need for you or me to beat ourselves up about this or to be overcome by those who tell us that we are not proper Christians because, again as Holy Scripture tells us: it has not yet been disclosed. These are the reasons I find these words encouraging. 
Your discipleship, your service, your leadership, your challenge, your contribution are in the process of being disclosed. They are important to the whole Church of Ireland. Please listen to yourself; please listen to each other; please listen to God; please listen also to the voice of Disestablishemnt today telling you clearly and calmly that you are: 
… free to shape your own future …  
