Dublin City Inter Faith Forum Prayer Initiative 
Scriptural Text:

1 Corinthians 13.13: There are three things that last for ever: faith, hope and love; and the greatest of these is love.

Sometimes predictable Scriptures are precisely what we need. A passage such as this part of St Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians often is the conclusion of a Scriptural Reading we hear at a Christian wedding or at a funeral. It speaks to us in particular ways. It is the point where we commit all that we are offering to one another, in the midst of sorrow or of joy, to the will of God Almighty and All Loving. These three words: faith, hope and love point us to a way of understanding ourselves within ourselves and beyond ourselves; a way of understanding God and a way of extending our hand to our neighbour, whoever and wherever that neighbour is. Faith, hope and love are the building blocks of compassion and of action. A global pandemic has extended and expanded our understanding of who and where our neighbour is and who we now are.
The onset of the coronavirus COVID 19 has given us the opportunity to dig deep into our values and to share them with others for their benefit as well as for our own. Faith in God and faith in ourselves is very important at a time when we are fearful, when we are sick when we are alone, when we are dying. Hope in a way through to the other side of the situation that surrounds us, hope in a vaccine most of all, is something that binds us all together. Love of our neighbour, near or far from us, gives expression to the ways in which our faith, our belief connect with our empathy and our longing to care for others with great and lasting kindness. While people have genuinely done wonderful things in this time, nobody would have wished this time to come upon us. People of faith have the opportunity to connect their own Faith with a humanity of need and a humanity of response.
The verse before 1 Corinthians 13.13 goes as follows and in many ways voices our worldwide dilemma from within the Christian worldview:
1 Corinthians 13.12: At present we see only puzzling reflections in a mirror, but one day we shall see face to face. My knowledge now is partial; then it will be whole, like God’s knowledge of me.  
Prayer:
God Almighty and All Loving, we give you thanks for the gift of life and for the gift of human response. We praise you for the many good things that people everywhere in whatever forms a front line today are doing for one another in these times of fear, of loss and of death. We ask you to give to each one of us the inspiration to offer the fruits of our faith, our hope and our love to others and to receive from them the fruits of their faith, their hope and their love. Amen.  
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