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INTRODUCTION

The Civil Registration Act 2004 inttoduced new matriage legislation. Section 45-58 of the
Act wete brought into force (in accordance with Section 1 of the Act) by Ministetial Otdet
on 5 November 2007. A book of regulations: Marriage Provisions of the Civil Registration Act
2004 — Notes for Religions Solemnisers is available from the Civil Registrar. This book will be
available on the website of the Registrar-General on 5 November 2007. Within the terms of
legislation, The Church of Ireland has established its own regulatory scheme (Canon 31(2)
tefers) for what the Act refers to as marriages conducted by a ‘teligious body’ (Civil Registra-
tion Act, Part 6 S45 definitions).

The scheme regulates:

1. The places where marriages conducted by clergy of the Church of Ireland may take
place;

2. The mechanism for the registration of cletgy as registered solemnisers;

3. The records that should be kept, independent of the records of the Registrar General.

Undert the new legislation, responsibility for registration of a marriage rests on the
martying couple. They must return a completed Martiage Registration Form to the
Registrar within one month of the cetemony taking place.

DEFINITIONS

Agent: A facility known as The Church of Iteland Matriage
Office (RI), located in Chutch of Ireland House,
Dublin (telephone 01 497 8422), acts as the agent
for the bishops of the Church of Ireland in all mat-
ters relating to the responsibility of the Church of
Ireland as the “religious body” referted to in the
Civil Registration Act 2004.

MREF: Mattiage Registration Form, issued by the civil reg-
istrar. All marriages in Republic of Iteland will pro-
ceed on foot of a Marriage Regulation Form issued
by the Registrar.

Record of Marriage Book: Each parish shall maintain a Record of Marriage
Book, produced by the Chutch of Ireland and ob-
tainable through the Resource Centre Bookshop,
Rathmines (Tel: 01 497 2821) into which shall be
entered by the officiant such details of each mat-
riage as the Church of Ireland may from time to
time require.

Registrar: The civil registrar
Registered Solemnisers: Persons accepted by and included on the register of

solemnisers recognized under the Civil Registration
Act 2004.



THE REGULATORY SCHEME

1. The Church of Ireland Matriage Office (RI)

The Church of Ireland Mattiage Office (RI), located in Church of Ireland House, Dublin
(Tel: 01 497 8422), acts as the agent for the Bishops of the Church of Treland in all mattets re-
lating to the responsibility of the Chutch of Ireland as the “religious body” referred to in the
Act. In cases of uncertainty, the agent shall have recourse to advice from the Provincial Regis-
trar of Dublin.

2. Registration or Authorisation for the Solemnisation of Marriage

®

(i)

In each diocese of which all or part is within the territotial jurisdiction of the Republic of
Iteland the bishop and all such beneficed and/or licensed cletgy whose parishes or part
of whose parishes are within the tertitorial jutisdiction of the Republic of Ireland, shall be
nominated for registration to solemnise marriages under Sections 53-57 of the Civil Reg-
istration Act 2004 upon the determination of the diocesan Bishop, who shall be entitled
to add the names of individual clergy with permission to officiate at his absolute discte-
tion. Cancellation of such registration shall take place on the removal of such beneficed
and/or licensed clergy from office within the tettitotial jutisdiction of Republic of Ireland
ot from the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the diocesan bishop concerned, or in such other
circumstances as the relevant diocesan bishop or the Registrar General shall see fit.

Any other clergy of the Church of Iteland ot of a Church in communion with the said
Church as may, from time to time be determined by the House of Bishops, wishing to sol-
emnize a marriage in the Republic of Ireland shall apply to the bishop of the diocese or to
the bishop’s commissary in which the particular martiage is to take place. Upon obtaining
the Bishop’s (or the bishop’s commissary’s) provisional agreement, the clergyperson shall
complete an application form obtainable from the Church of Ireland Marriage Office (RT)
Tel: 01 497 8422, This form must be returned to that office together with any informa-
tion which may then or thereafter be sought for transmission to the televant bishop.

Temporary registration for a limited period or for the putpose of solemnizing a particular
marriage ot marriages, is at the discretion of the bishop or his/het commissary subject to
the completion of the requited documentation (as above S2 (ii)).

3. Solemnisation of Matriage

®

(if)

No one registered or authorised to solemnise mattiages shall carty out any mar-

riage unless:

(a) the parties have, prior to the ceremony, produced a Matriage Registration Form in re-
spect of that marriage issued by the Registrar;

(b) both patties to the martiage are present;

(c) there are at least two persons over the age of 18 ptesent as witnesses

(d) the place where the solemnisation takes place is open to the public,

(e) at least one of the patties shall have been baptised and is a member of the Church of
Ireland or of a Church in full communion therewith, unless in exceptional circum-
stances, the bishop shall detettnine otherwise.

The ceremony of marriage must be in accordance with the Rites and Ceremonies of the
Church of Ireland, using one of the authotised forms of The Marriage Service.
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(vd)

(vi)

Not mote than two days before, ot in the marriage ceremony, a declaration must be made
by the two patties to the martiage, in the presence of each other, of the registered solem-
niser who is solemnizing the marriage and of the two witnesses to the solemnization, to
the effect that neither of the two patties to the marriage knows of any impediment to the
marriage.

The cetemony should only be carried out in a church or chapel of the Church of Ireland
duly consecrated for public worship. Matriages shall NOT be solemnised at any
place other than a church ot chapel of the Church of Iteland duly consecrated for
public wotship unless the circumstances are wholly exceptional and the ptior ap-
proval of the relevant bishop has been obtained.

In accordance with Section 52(1) of the Act, the place and time is to be chosen by the
patties to the marriage with the agreement of the registered solemniser. The Marriage
Registration Form issued under the Act will specify the place in which the martiage is to
take place. Any application for the use of any place other than a church or chapel of the
Chutch of Ireland, duly consecrated, should be made prior to the lodging of the matriage
notice. When, for wholly exceptional reasons, an application for change of place to an-
othet church or chapel of the Church of Ireland or to a place other than a church or
chapel of the Church of Ireland requitres to be made subsequent to the issuing of a Mar-
riage Registration Form, the matter shall be referred both to the bishop and to the Civil
Registrat, since an alteration to the Marriage Registration Form will be required.

A matriage to be solemnised in a church or chapel other than by the incumbent must re-
ceive the consent of the incumbent prior to the lodging of the Marriage Notice (which
must be lodged prior to the issue of the Martiage Registration Form) with the Registrat.

The State requites three months notice; the clergy should also be given at least three
months notice in order to give opportunity both for proper preparation and for the mar-
riage ceremony. The Matriage Registration Form must be supplied, by the parties to the
marriage, to the solemniser in advance of the ceremony.

Each parish shall maintain a Record of Marriage Book into which the officiant shall enter
such details of each marriage as the Church of Ireland may from time to time require.

4. General
Pursuant to Canon 31 (2), persons registered or authorised for the solemnisation of marriages

shall follow and comply in all respects with the terms, procedures, guidelines and requirements
of this scheme.

They shall also obsetve and comply with all liturgical and canonical rules.

It is the duty of all clergy to maintain an up-to-date knowledge of the civil provisions on
matriage and to comply with the civil law of marriage and with all liturgical and canoni-
cal rules and the provisions of these regulations.

Any failure to do so on the part of the petson registeted to solemnise marriages could
compromise the validity of the cetemony, and would be in breach of Chutch discipline.



Such failure to comply may cause the relevant bishop to apply for the cancellation of such regis-
tration. Before doing so the bishop shall give not less than one month’s notice of the bishop’s
intention to apply for such cancellation to enable the person registered to offer reasons as to
why such application should not be made.

Having considered those reasons, and any representations which the person so tegistered may
wish to make, the bishop shall forthwith advise the petson so registered of the bishop’s decision
whether or not to make such application and, in the event of a decision to make the application,
the person so registered shall have right of appeal to the Diocesan Coutt.

A similar right of appeal shall be available to a person having temporary authorisation to solem-
nise martiage on a particular occasion or for a specified period if the bishop, in the event of fail-
ure to comply with liturgical and canonical rules or the requirements of this regulatoty scheme,
indicates an intention to refuse to suppotrt any further application by that person for tempotary
authorisation.

Remarriage of divotrced petsons
Clergy are bound by the provisions of Canon 31 (Paragraphs 3,4,5 and 6) as they apply to the
remarriage of divorced petsons.

Exceptional circumstances

Cletgy are not required to solemnise mattiages of which they have not received propet notice
and should not do so unless they are satisfied that the circumstances are wholly exceptional and
after consultation with the bishop of the diocese within which the mattiage is to take place.



Church of Ireland Marriage Regulations (Republic of Ireland)

The Registrar-General has stated that the marriage provisions of the Civil Registration Act 2004
in the Republic of Ireland will commence on 5 November 2007. The Marriage Law Reform
Working Group prepared the attached Marriage Regulations for the Church of Ireland in the
Republic, which was submitted to the Standing Committee for approval.

In the course of a discussion, the following points were made:

e It is not appropriate to include the Table of Kindred in the Marriage Regulations;
e As the state has taken over most of the responsibility for marriages, it should go the
whole way and allow state marriages only;

Section 3(i)(e), which reads ‘(e) at least one of the parties shall have been baptised and is a
member of the Church of Ireland or of a Church in full communion therewith’ was considered.
Some members felt that the condition that one of the parties be a member of the Church of Ireland
was being overly restrictive.

It was generally agreed that there may be circumstances where a solemniser wishes to carry out a
marriage where neither party is a baptised member of the Church of Ireland. Accordingly, it was
agreed that the following words be added at the end of section 3(i)(e):

*_unless in exceptional circumstances, the bishop shall determine otherwise.’

It was also proposed that the diocesan bishop should have the authority to add non-licenced
clergy to the Register of Solemnisers. As agreed by the House of Bishops, section 2(i) of the
Regulations precludes the inclusion of non-licensed clergy on the Register. Some members
expressed reservations about this proposal, as the Bishops have limited authority over the actions
of retired clergy. No amendment to the Regulations was agreed.

On the proposal of the Honorary Secretaries, the following resolution was adopted:

That the attached Marriage Regulations (RI), as amended, be approved by the Standing
Committee of the General Synod for marriages in the Republic of Ireland.



