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Church of Ireland 

General Synod 

Liturgical Advisory Committee
To all Parish Clergy and Registered Solemnisers of the Church of Ireland:

MARRIAGE AMENDMENTS 2009

At the General Synod of the Church of Ireland held in Armagh in 2009, a resolution was passed to amend Marriage Service One and Marriage Service Two in the Book of Common Prayer 2004, in order to comply with changes in the civil marriage regulations.

A copy of the relevant Statute is enclosed, with details of the changes which will appear in all future printings of the Prayer Book, and which need to be borne in mind when referring to the Marriage Service in the current edition.

A copy of the amended wording required for both Marriage Service One and Marriage Service Two is also enclosed, to allow those conducting services to have easily available to them the approved wording which must be used at all marriage services with immediate effect.

Should you have any queries regarding the implementation of these amendments and the regulations surrounding them, please feel free to contact me.

Kind Regards,

Gerald G. Field

(Honorary Secretary, Liturgical Advisory Committee)



Statute, Chaper 11 of 2009
THE CHURCH OF IRELAND 

GENERAL SYNOD 2009

ACT

To carry into effect a Resolution of the General Synod 2008 to amend Marriage One and Marriage Two in The Book of Common Prayer (2004)

WHEREAS a Resolution to amend Marriage One and Marriage Two in The Book of Common Prayer (2004) was duly passed in full Synod in Galway in the year 2008, by the required majorities and was duly transmitted to the Secretaries of all Diocesan Synods;

AND WHEREAS it is expedient that the said resolution should be carried into effect by a Statute;

AND WHEREAS in accordance with the provisions of Section 26(1) of Chapter 1 of the Constitution, leave was given for the introduction of a Bill in the General Synod of 2009;

BE IT ENACTED by the Archbishops and Bishops and the Clergy and Laity of the Church of Ireland in General Synod assembled in Armagh in the year 2009, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

In The Book of Common Prayer (2004) those parts entitled Marriage One and Marriage Two shall be amended in the following terms:

MARRIAGE ONE
· On page 406 under “The priest says to the congregation” delete the last two lines

“Therefore it any man     …hold his peace”

· On page 406 the rubric “The minister says to the couple” to read

“The minister may say to the couple”.

· On page 406 after “neither is their matrimony lawful” insert the following rubric:

“[RI]  Unless the declarations of no civil impediment have already been made by the couple prior to the marriage in the presence of the Registered Solemniser and the two witnesses the man and the woman each make the required declaration now.

I solemnly declare that I do not know of any civil impediment to my proposed marriage with ….”

· “On page 415 delete “On the day …  costs incurred” and insert the following:
“A couple must produce a Schedule of Marriage (NI) or a Marriage Registration Form (RI) to the officiating priest before a marriage can take place.”


MARRIAGE TWO

· On page 419 under the heading “THE MARRIAGE” delete the first two paragraphs “The minister says to the congregation …you must declare it now”.
· On page 419 following deletion of the first two paragraphs under the heading “THE MARRIAGE”, “The minister says to the congregation … you must declare it now” insert the following:

“The minister may say to the couple:

God, the judge of all

Knows the secrets of our hearts;

therefore if either of you knows any reason

why you must not lawfully marry

you must declare it now.

[RI]  Unless the declarations of no civil impediment have already been made by the couple prior to the marriage in the presence of the Registered Solemniser and the two witnesses the bride and bridegroom each make the required declaration now.

I solemnly declare that I do not know of any civil impediment to my proposed marriage with ….”
· On pages 429 and 430 delete “On the day of the marriage …… Marriage Law in the Republic of Ireland

· On page 429 and 430, following the deletion of ‘On the day of the marriage…Marriage Law in the Republic of Ireland” insert the following:

“A couple must produce a Schedule of Marriage (NI) or a Marriage Registration Form (RI) to the officiating priest before a marriage can take place.”


MARRIAGE ONE 
Page 406

The Form of Solemnization of Matrimony

Introduction

The priest says to the congregation

Dearly beloved, we are gathered together here in the sight of God, and in the face of this congregation, to join together this man and this woman in holy matrimony; which is an honourable estate, instituted of God in time of man’s innocency, signifying unto us the mystical union that is betwixt Christ and his Church; which holy estate Christ adorned and beautified with his presence, and first miracle that he wrought, in Cana of Galilee; and is commended in Holy Scripture to his honourable among all men: and therefore is not by any to be enterprised, nor taken in hand, unadvisedly, lightly, or wantonly; but reverently, discreetly, advisedly, soberly, and in the fear of God; duly considering the causes for which matrimony was ordained:

First, for the increase of mankind, according to the will of God, and for the due ordering of families and households, that children might be brought up in the fear and nurture of the Lord, and to the praise of his holy Name:

Secondly, for the hallowing of the union betwixt man and woman, and for the avoidance of sin;

Thirdly, for the mutual society, help, and comfort, that the one ought to have of the other, both in prosperity and adversity.

Into which holy estate these two persons present come now to be joined.

The minister may say to the couple

I require and charge you both, as ye will answer at the dreadful day of judgment when the secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed, that if either of you know any impediment, why ye may be lawfully joined together in matrimony, ye do now confess it.  For be ye well assured, that so many as are coupled together otherwise than God’s Word doth allow are not joined together by God; neither is their matrimony lawful.

[RI]  Unless the declarations of no civil impediment have already been made by the couple prior to the marriage in the presence of the Registered Solemniser and the two witnesses the man and the woman each make the required declaration now.
I solemnly declare that I do not know of any civil impediment to my proposed marriage with  ……..


MARRIAGE TWO
page 419

The Marriage

The minister may say to the couple:

God, the judge of all

knows the secrets of our hearts;

therefore if either of you knows any reason

why you may not lawfully marry

you must declare it now.

[RI]  Unless the declarations of no civil impediment have already been made by the couple prior to the marriage in the presence of the Registered Solemniser and the two witnesses the bride and bridegroom each make the required declaration now.

I solemnly declare that I do not know of any civil impediment to my proposed marriage with

…

The Consent

The minister says to the bridegroom

… will you take ….to be your wife?  Will you love her, comfort her, honour and care for her, and, forsaking all others, be faithful to her as long as you both shall live?

He answers

I will.

The minister says to the bride

…..will you take....to be your husband?  Will you love him, comfort him, honour and care for him, and, forsaking all others, be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?

She answers

I will.
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