Forced out by war 

Ms Alison Wortley – on behalf of Baha’i Community

We have come here to pray in solidarity with the 60 million people in our world who have been forced from their homes by war and persecution. We will go home after meeting here today; they may never see their homes again.

(Pause)

Amina is living in a displaced people’s camp in Darfur. “I was sleeping when I heard our village being attacked. I didn’t know who was shooting at us or why, their faces were covered. First they came on camels and horses, then they came in heavy vehicles, and then they came on foot. There was so much screaming, people running, and fire everywhere. I was so afraid I just ran. I didn’t even put my shoes on.”

Silence

We pray for all the places in the world where there is war, where people have to leave their homes because of violence.
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Forced out by poverty and climate change 

Rev Myozan Kodo – on behalf of Zen-Buddhist Community

One in nine people will go to bed hungry tonight. Dire conditions for the world’s poorest people are being made worse by climate change, which is hitting them first, and hardest. Like Abraham who was forced on a long journey by famine, people must sometimes move to look for ways to make a living. Yet people question the right of migrants to seek better lives for themselves and their families.
(Pause)

Seline Netoi lives on the Carteret islands in the South Pacific, where rising sea levels mean her whole community must leave before the islands are completely under water. “It’s our home, it will be difficult to leave but we must. When the King Tide comes, water floods our home. If there is a cyclone or a tsunami, we’ll be swept away. I was a war refugee and now I’ll be a climate one.”

Silence

We pray for a more equal distribution of the goods of creation. We pray for a sense of sacred responsibility to hear both the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.
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Fr Alan Hilliard on behalf of Archbishop D Martin and Roman Catholic Church
 

Groups who seem different because of colour, religion or ethnic background are too often pushed aside, or even persecuted and tortured. Persecution is a major cause of migration. Refugees’ official identity is robbed from them as they lose their homes and countries. Yet in God’s eyes we all share one true identity - as his children.





We think of all the different faiths and minority groups who are being unjustly persecuted around the world.

We pray for mercy and for tolerance, and the grace to see that we are all part of one human family. 
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Rabbi Zalman Lent on behalf of Dublin Hebrew Congregation

Look down at what you are wearing. If you have a bag, think about what’s in it. Now close your eyes. Imagine you are being forced to leave your home by the sounds of fighting. (Pause) You can’t pack, you just leave as you are. These clothes and the few things in your bag are all you will have for many weeks. You don't know if you will ever come home. (Pause)

Aza is a 21-year-old mother with an infant son. She crossed to Greece in a boat after fleeing Syria: “They told us that there would be 35 people in our boat, but when we arrived, there were more than 200. We were in the sea and the engine stopped. It was full of smoke. My son was vomiting and he couldn’t breathe. I was praying to God so he could save us. I saw lots of people pray. All of them were crying. And all of them were scared.”

Swami Purnananda on behalf of Eire Vedanta Society and Hindu Community

The journeys made by migrants and refugees are often long and dangerous. Travelling in locked shipping containers or flimsy dinghies, they risk their lives in the hope of finding a place of safety.

For refugees on long journeys, we pray for safe passage, hearts filled with courage, strength to support children and the weak, and at the journey’s end, a true welcome.
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Fr Anish John on behalf of Indian Orthodox Church in Ireland

Many of us here today have phones, and on those phones we have pictures of our family and those we love. 
Forced migration rips apart families and communities. Some are left behind because they are too weak, or there is not enough money to pay for their passage; some get lost or die on the way. Imagine being forced to choose between members of your family – who to take, who to leave?

Pastor Dare Adetuberu on behalf of Redeemed Christian Church of Ireland

Khawle is a Syrian mother of four who is now in a refugee camp in Lebanon. She looks at a photo of her family taken in the camp. “I couldn’t bring all the members of my family with me. The youngest is with my mother. The bombs stopped us from being together… I don’t have anything to be happy for, just to live like this, here in our tent. I feel sad to be here without all my children. A photograph speaks of family happiness, everyone smiling together. This photograph is full of tears.”

We pray for families and friends separated by the trauma of conflict and migration, that they may soon be reunited.
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Welcome – or rejection

Imam Jameel Mutoola on behalf of Muslim Community

What will happen to migrants at their journey’s end? Most refugees, nearly nine out of ten, are taken in by poor countries, not by rich nations like ours. We think of them in camps, in detention centres, waiting to hear if they will be allowed to stay, hoping to be joined by their families. Those who do make it here after unimaginable difficulties may face hostility and long periods in detention or destitution, rather than finding the security they so badly need.

As people of faith, we need to give witness, to speak with loving hearts, meet strangers with with welcome, without fear.

Dr Jasbir Singh Puri on behalf of Sikh Community

Some people say that it is not practical to welcome large numbers of migrants, and of course  our governments do need border policies. But as people from different faith communities we believe  these must be based on justice, mercy, and the common good. Let us pray that our leaders can out of compassion and not narrow self interest.

As we prepare to leave this place, and to go back out into the world, let us commit to do all that we can to be merciful, and to reach out a hand of welcome and compassion to our neighbours who are in need. This place holds the memories of the many people who fled this country to escape famine, persecution and a future which held no hope for 

Let us light a candle to honour their memory, and to remind us of all of the millions who today face the same journey and as we do so let us commit ourselves to play our part in creating a just and welcoming society. 


Lighting a candle and a moment of Silence.
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