Short Reflection for the re-dedication of St Andrew’s Church, Malahide 01.03.2020
Readings: 1 Kings 8.22-30; psalm 122; 1 Peter 2.1-10; St Matthew 7.24-27

Psalm 122.1, 2: I was glad when they said to me, Let us go to the house of the Lord. And now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.

Collect for Dedication: Almighty God, to whose glory we celebrate the dedication of this house of prayer: We praise you for the many blessings you have given to those who worship here, and we pray that all who seek you in this place may find you, and being filled with the Holy Spirit, may become a living temple acceptable to you through Jesus Christ our Lord.
It is only a few weeks since we met Jesus Christ in The Temple on The Feast of The Presentation. Today’s psalm invites us to travel in the imagination of the spirit to the temple as pilgrims, as we gather here is St Andrew’s Church to worship God and to dedicate work completed. It is a day of thanksgiving and of celebration and of satisfaction. The prayer of dedication used at this service introduces us once more to the language of the temple and takes us into the place where God dwells – in our hearts, in our hands and in our heads. What has changed between February 2nd and March 1st is that we now are The Temple of God. We are no longer hearing or reading about it or singing about it or imagining it – we are living it, we are it, we have to do its work. 
On that extraordinary occasion Simeon and Anna, who had been waiting long for the coming of The Messiah, suddenly made the connection between the presence of the small child and the redemption of Jerusalem, the light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of God’s people Israel. This they did through The Spirit of God. The connection they made was a great and a mighty connection. The windows of this temple are suddenly opened in ways that nobody had expected – but many had foretold. The doors of this temple are immediately pushed back in ways that nobody had expected – but God had wanted. The people of this temple are suddenly transformed – into the people of believing and belonging to God in a new way by the prophecy of Anna and Simeon, people of faith and people of hope and people of love. The temple came to life in new ways. This life was and is unstoppable. God appears suddenly, never to depart. As we say:
This is our faith

This is the faith of the church. 

The prayer of dedication we have used to dedicate the work recently completed in St Andrew’s Church, Malahide enables us to hold together this sense of the temple as being a place of spiritual energy as well as the church being a building. It shows us the body of Christ today as being the Christian voice of this temple. This is not to stage a take over of The Jerusalem Temple. It is to show how this idea is used within Christianity, as our own faith develops under the revelation of God within the Christian tradition. 1 Kings gives us the picture of Solomon in The Temple calling on the God who keeps his covenant and loves his people; Solomon, the flawed genius, does this standing before the altar and in front of everyone. Jesus Christ is the chief cornerstone of the living temple of which we are the dynamic, energetic, moving stones, as the Letter of St Peter tells us. St Matthew’s Gospel talks clearly and openly about the practical and the religious wisdom and the long-term value of building your house on rock rather than on sand.
The work carried out here to the glory of God and the benefit of this community has been intricate and expert. Those who have done it deserve our thanks and our congratulation. It is not every day that we come upon a church that causes itself problems by being too dry. Under the proper regulation of Health and Safety, the main part of the church was closed for use while repair was carried out. Alternative arrangements were put in place locally for worship along with kind invitations being received to use St Mary’s Church Howth and St Sylvester’s Church Malahide during this time. The putting up of scaffolding by Bowhill Contractors has enabled a thorough examination of the building in its entirety and a re-painting internally along with the installation of insulation. This, again, is always useful and wise, prudent and responsible. Good use has been made out of the opportunity offered by a real crisis. 
The next chapter of our faith is a chapter that we ourselves must write by the ways in which we live. Jesus returned from The Temple to Nazareth and grew strong. He grew strong for others every bit as much as he grew strong for himself. In fact it was more for others than it was for himself - because he underwent temptation and suffering to offer to all who would receive him that open-hearted word we found in St Luke’s Gospel: redemption. We need to rise up and do exactly the same as the disciples of The One who was sent by The Father – in our day, in our time, in our hour. So my question is a simple one: What will you do now? What will you do next? – now that your church building is restored and rededicated for use. The Holy Spirit of God is here and ready to lead … 

Collect of St Andrew: Almighty God, who gave such grace to your apostle Saint Andrew that he readily obeyed the call of your Son Jesus Christ and brought his brother with him: Call us by your holy Word and give us grace to follow without delay, and to tell the good news of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
St Matthew 6.1: Beware of practising your piety before others in order to be seen by them, for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.             
