Service of Evensong, Christ Church Cathedral Dublin Trinity xvi 2017
Commissioning of the Diocesan Youth Officer and Installation of Lay and Ecumenical Canons 
Readings: Ezekel 37.15-28; 1 John 2.22-29 sermon preached by the archbishop
Ezekiel 37.17: Now bring the two together to form one tablet; then they will be a folding tablet in your hand. 
CATHEDRALS: STABLE AND FLUID SPACES OF FAITH
This service draws together a number of strands in the life of Christ Church Cathedral. A cathedral is both a stable and a fluid entity, community and activity in the life of any diocese. Christ Church is no different. Its stability comes from the fact that it ‘carries the can’ for the rest of us. When, for example, we do not quite make it to worship, when we can’t quite face it, we ought to know and to derive energy and strength from the fact that worship carries on here on our behalf and for our sakes. Numbers do not matter, nor have they ever mattered, in a cathedral. What matters is what The Prayer Book calls: patient continuance in welldoing. We know that the continuum holds in the cathedral; and the rhythm of worship is a key witness to this continuum.
Cathedrals also are a continuum of a different sort – a continuum from the secular basilica of the Roman Republic and the Roman Empire. They are, therefore, the original public space and for this reason they are built for activity and for adventure. A public space needs to be open. But, in order to be open, it needs to have the desire to expand further because openness is rarely open enough even for its own needs in a modern age. New opportunities, new people, new possibilities always seek new articulations and new expressions. Centrality of location in our case also underwrites this sense of continuum. Set within the old heart of the city of Dublin, this cathedral has fulfilled a range of roles and personae: Viking, Norman, Medieval, Modern, Catholic, Reformed, monastic, secular, Established, Disestablished. In 2017 this gives us quite a wide scope for fluidity and for inclusion of what may seem to others to be incompatibles but what are to us staging-posts along the way of diversity.

DEDICATION TO SERVICE IN CHURCH AND WORLD

We were, therefore, delighted when in 2017 The General Synod of the Church of Ireland unanimously afforded us the opportunity to take such stability and fluidity a stage further. Following a Bill proposed by the dean and Canon Adrienne Galligan, we were given permission to proceed with what is, as far as I can see, a unique combination of honorary canons in Christ Church Cathedral: two Lay Canons and two Ecumenical Canons. In full compliance with this Synodical decision, we find ourselves here today to do just that. This is the first Sunday in October, a Sunday that is conventionally referred to as Dedication Sunday. It is a day when churches note and celebrate their dedication and reflect on their role of obedience to God and witness to the world. Our dedication is The Holy Trinity, commonly called Christ Church. Churches do this conscious of the need to learn about humanity and about nature from the Spirit of God already out in the world in corners where the church rarely if ever seems to penetrate. This is a day of dedication. This is a day of enhancement and enlargement of our identity as we make new partnerships and find new friends. It is the Second Collect for a Dedication Festival that gives us the clue to what we are doing today in widening this continuum and in enlarging this fluidity in the the public space dedicated to God and to the discernment of God’s presence in the world that is God’s gift to us:

Father in heaven, your church on earth is a sign of heavenly peace, an image of the new and eternal Jerusalem. Grant to us in the days of our pilgrimage that ... we may become the temple of your presence, the place of your glory on earth, and a sign of your peace in the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
It is in this spirit that we welcome two sets of people in the life of the cathedral and of the diocese. We are very pleased that both of these events come alongside as they tell different aspects of our wider and emerging story of hope and of witness and of community. 

DIOCESAN YOUTH OFFICER 

One such person is our new Diocesan Youth Officer Susie Keegan who has considerable experience in working with young people in individual parishes and in Three Rock in these dioceses already and also more recently in Dublin Institute of Technology. Every generation needs encouragement. Every generation needs a listening ear and a guiding voice. Susie has developed her experience with young people at all three levels of educational life. This is an invaluable skill for her and for us as she settles into the role of facilitating young people of today’s generation and today’s generation of clergy in two things in particular: friendship and understanding. Both of these lie at the heart of what the church, with less imagination than it ought to be able to muster, calls: youth work. Cross-generational conversation is complex yet vital. While the cynic may say that listening is the new talking, listening is essential in the cross-cultural lives we live – inside and outside families, in schools and out of schools, at home and away from home. Susie’s exuberant interest in people and their own interests along with her most recent experience of collaborative team-based university chaplaincy will prove of great value to her in a time when experience and maturity along with personal need and participation on the part of young people become harder for the inexperienced person to read and to understand; and where the onslaught of experiences itself becomes harder for individuals on their own to understand either, as life unfolds at a fast and ever-fastening pace. The collaboration will involve The Diocesan Youth Officer, Parochial Youth Officers and clergy who are the gatekeepers of change. We wish Susie everything that is best in the work which we all together commission this afternoon. 
LAY AND ECUMENICAL CANONS

The second group of people is our Lay and Ecumenical Canons whom we are also delighted to welcome and who have so much to offer and to give in terms of the life of this cathedral church. The subsidiary question as always is: What will we give to them? All four of them, first and foremost, represent themselves. They represent the contribution in life they have made to life for others and with others in a wide range of fields and over sustained periods of time. This has been both professional and personal. This has been by public duty and by personal conviction. Each and all of them can and do instruct us and inform us and inspire us in regard to what it is to live a life of service and leadership in contemporary Ireland. The gift that today’s Canons give to us is that of care and justice as those virtues and values work alongside each other; and together provide scope for engagement and mission. All too often when people of proper prominence hear potted biographies of themselves read out by others in their presence – even if they have potted them themselves – they cringe. And they cringe for a number of reasons: Did I really say that about myself? That is of no interest to anyone! Gosh – I sound as if I think a lot of myself, and honestly it is not quite like that! I am not going to do that. I am simply going to direct you to the Dublin and Glendalough Diocesan Website instead. 
But I am going to do something different besides. These canonries are in and of themsleves different. The guiding principles of canonries is that they give a seat and a voice. It is with good reason that we invite the Lord to preserve your going out and your coming in. A public space once filled needs to be accounted for; a public voice once uttered carries responsibilities for those who hear every bit as much as for those who speak. This type of preservation to which the Prayer of Installation refers affects all of us who listen to the voices in today’s society and listen to the voices of those who make and sustain public policy. One major dividing line that has opened up between church and society is that of the division between opinion and fact. Too often opinion seems to be enough, sufficient, adequate inside the church; opinion will not take you very far in the much more factual, operational world outside the church. For this reason among others, we need Lay Canons from the coal-face secular disciplines of politics and medicine; and Ecumenical Canons from the broad range of Christian and religious traditions, in this case the Roman Catholic and the Presbyterian traditions in a year when we commemorate Reformation 500. In this year we remember that the fulcrum of Reformed thinking and the responses to it in seventeenth century Europe were what some interestingly refer to as the Copernican Revolution of Martin Luther. Both the Jesuit and the Calvinist traditions are part of this fascinating and fast-moving story of political and ecclesiastical history. Their contemporary presence with us as Ecumenical Canons is an enrichment of our total understanding of ourselves and of our place in today’s Ireland.
Our hope in Christ Church Cathedral, unique at present among Irish cathedrals, is that both our Lay and our Ecumenical Canons will have a voice that comes with their seat. We hope that they will take their place in the rota of addressing the people gathered for worship on Sundays throughout the year like other Canons. We hope also that they will use the cathedral appropriately and as they themselves wish for acts of worship which may come to the surface through the rest of their lives and their contexts. We hope also that together they will take a topic of contemporary interest and vibrancy and hold a public forum in the cathedral to which all will be invited and where all may contribute. 

RECONCILIATION AND RESTORATION 

For our new Diocesan Youth Officer and for our new Canons the largest agenda item and it is a one shared by all of them is: reconciliation and restoration through justice and care. It pervades all of what you do and it pervades all of what you lead and will lead others to so in the service-based work you undertake and carry out with altruism and fearlessness.  It pervades your witness to us and we will need to learn to listen to you. For Susie: the reconciliation of misunderstanding with true affection and the restoration of happiness to the hearts of young people. For the Four Canons: the reconciliation of the mind to itself and the restoration to dignity on the part of the individual; the reconciliation of people and the restoration of nations to true friendships; the reconciliation of policy and philosophy in matters of education and the restoration of the imagination of the child to the centre of citizenship; the reconciliation of belief and practice towards the restoration of respect for the fact that the earth is the Lord’s and all that therein is. 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURES

Ezekiel communicates in bold symbolic gestures. We have the imperative to do the same. Judah and Israel were to be enfolded in one leaf of a wooden tablet. They were to meet behind closed doors, so to speak, and also in the open light of day; and there was to be no discernible distinction between these meetings. We need to do the same. 1 John is a letter of encouragement to the impossibly difficult. The point at issue is the quest on the part of some, indeed too many, in the Christian community, for an alternative and unauthorized knowledge in the face of the revelation of God. This revelation has been given in Jesus Christ in the incarnation, in the public ministry and in the death and the resurrection. It continues in the life of the Spirit in the world. Today we might think more instinctively about use and abuse of the internet rather than in the theological terms I have outlined. But my hope for all of you commissioned and installed today is that you, through your humanity, your intellect and your authority, will help us to keep bridging the gap across these disaprate worlds of Ezekiel, The Johannine Epistles and contemporary Dublin with mercy, justice and hope. May God uphold and inspire you as you set about doing just that. And thank you for accepting. 
1 John 2.27: But as for you, the anointing which you have received from Jesus Christ remains with you.   
