Service of Confirmation with Holy Communion, Christ Church Cathedral
Pentecost June 9th 2019

Readings: Acts 2.1-21; Romans 8.14-17; St John 14.8-17
1 Corinthians 12.4: Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit
VARIETY

Most of us enjoy variety. The other side of variety is that we easily get bored. Variety we take for granted; variety is constantly available to us; variety lives in our hand or in our bag or in our coat pocket in the form of an iPhone or a similar such device. We expect variety in all parts of our life and, not unreasonably, we expect variety to offer us stimulus. But what we all too often take for granted in all of our variety is that someone else, or a range of other people, is responsible for the very variety we enjoy. I remember how, as a small child, my mother seemed to be able to keep me amused with a whole range of tasks on wet Saturdays when it simply was not possible to go outdoors. These simple tasks taught me how to do things I now have to do for myself and I remain grateful. The tasks kept changing as the rain kept falling! Variety comes from somewhere. Variety needs stability, organization, structure, opportunity as well as emerging self-understanding. Our freedoms are based on opportunity and on discipline and on the two of these working together and informing each another – because you learn by testing the system and by working out what range of variety you can actually handle.  
1 Corinthians 12.4: Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit
THE SPIRIT 

Christianity teaches us that behind the variety of gifts that human beings, like ourselves, possess and share, there is the same Spirit. This means that while different people have different abilities and capacities, different personalities and instincts, different ways of doing things, different ways of being who they are, a community that is properly Spiritual has a common direction of travel. Its specific talents have a common origin and a common core and a common goal: The Spirit of God. Holy Scripture tells us that talents are to be used and not hidden, enjoyed by us, invested in others not buried for ourselves or lost out of fear. But Holy Scripture is also not shy to tell us that such proper use also brings personal benefits; and this is realistic because we need to do things for ourselves as well as for other people. Doing for others needs to be offset by doing for ourselves. This is one of the ways in which The Bible helps us to understand how words like opportunity and judgement work together. Everybody likes to hear about opportunity; few of us like to hear about judgement. The Bible, as well as talking about The Final Judgement, something that apocalypse and the film industry have greatly hyped up, also gives us many simple examples from everyday life where we in fact judge ourselves by our inactivity, our fear, our anger. These are inescapable human qualities; it depends on how we use them – on what use we make of the energy deep within them. At the same time, The Bible gives us lots of examples of how people seize eagerly the opportunity of taking and accepting God’s gift of salvation such as they had never expected or dreamed of; they rejoice, go, share. This is often how the healing miracles of Jesus work. Those who are healed go and tell. Gifts build everyday community. Spiritual gifts build Spiritual community. It is for God’s children to make the connections. 
1 Corinthians 12.4: Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit 

CONFIRMATION 

The Confirmation Prayer speaks of seven gifts of the Spirit that are given today to everyone who is confirmed: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of right judgement and inward strength, the spirit of knowledge and godly living and the spirit of reverence for God. Reverence for God brings with it respect for yourself and respect for others. Such respect is the bedrock of who we are as children of God in the world of God.  The Letter to the Romans is a response to the resurrection of Jesus and to the coming of the Holy Spirit. The Letter to the Romans gives us a wonderful picture of who we are and what the confirmation, the commissioning of our faith really is: When we cry, Abba Father! it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ … (Romans 8.14 foll.)

It is therefore our invitation and our capability to pray that connects us fully with Jesus Christ who prayed to His Father and ours time after time in Holy Scripture as we read it. On The Feast of Pentecost we celebrate the diversity of everyone here who is confirmed; we celebrate the open access we have to God the Father through Jesus the Son and in the Holy Spirit; and we await the further expression of this on Trinity Sunday. But for today we rejoice in The Spirit: When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. (Acts 2.1) – in the togetherness of variety itself. 
I suggest that confirmation – and your confirmation here and now today – puts you right in the path of such freedom to be children of God; to do everything of which the prophet Joel speaks: prophesy, see visions, dream dreams whoever we are: young and old alike and together. This gift is now in your hands. I encourage you to use it and enjoy it. 
St John 14.16,17: This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.   
. 
