SHORT REFELCTION FOR THE OPENING OF THE STOREHOUSE, CRINKEN
St Matthew 25.34-40 tied in with St Matthew 6.1-13

the archbishop 
… Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and fed you …? (St Matthew 25.37)
Before Jesus submits himself willingly and openly to crucifixion and to death on the cross, he addresses the disciples in a sustained and in a forward-pointing way. With hindsight, we call it The Parables of The Last Judgement and The Warnings about The End. The primary audience is the disciples then, those who first heard him. Yet the message then is the message now; the invitation to be-ware and to be-generous is the same now as it was then. Ever since Jesus carried out a ministry of preaching and teaching and healing and calling, in the short period of time that was his public ministry, discipleship grew and expanded, commending itself by its own simple goodness. 

Giving and receiving are part of what it is to bring healing and to share healing. Healing is not a matter of transaction nor is giving a matter of finance. Healing and giving, when they are combined, make it possible for both people involved to enter into a relationship with God front and centre, even if their relationship with one another is largely unknown to them - precisely because circumstances may not bring them together physically. It is, in this way, rather like friendship. We think instinctively of course that friends are people we already know. But, frequently, friends are people we do not know and who do not know us. They are people who come within our field of experience to whom we react and respond well or less than well. There actually is no need for them to like us or for us to like them but we are called to love them in Christ. It is the friendship component that is the fresh dynamic and the new relationship unfolding for everyone involved. For us, as Christian people, the energy in all of this comes from the words of Jesus Christ himself to the first disciples in another part of Holy Scripture from the one we are considering this evening:
 No longer do I call you slaves, but friends … (St John 15.15) 
The change in relationship comes from the fact that Jesus has revealed to them everything that the Father has revealed to him. It is this revelation, this disclosure that is the heartbeat of friendship. Some of us do well with it, some of us do less than well with it.
The Storehouse here at St James’s Church, Crinken models such friendship. Essential to how this friendship works is a combination of knowing and not knowing, of encounter and of anonymity, in the meeting of raw need. 
How do I feed my children? 
How do I then feed myself? 
I really can be a lot smarter with dry and tinned foodstuffs because they are non-perishables. 
This place helps me. 
These people ask no embarrassing questions of me. 
These may be some of the issues that race through the minds of those who come here. People who have needs for food that can be met from the resources of The Storehouse come; they are welcomed and are given a decent sized bag and they fill it for themselves; and they go. They have need. They have dignity. The one is met. The other is upheld. No questions are asked. They may, or they may not, have a relationship with the church. They may, or they may not, engage in conversation. Friendship, by and large, in our world works by personal introduction and by word of mouth. As you go in and out of St James’s Church, you will see a stone that says on one side: Come and See and on the other side: Go and Tell. This also is how The Storehouse works: open-hearted and open-handed: an invitation and a mission.    

What we learn from St Matthew 25 is that very often we simply do not know the good we do! In a Christian context, this is a rather astonishing thing to say and to hear. We have become far, far too capable of telling ourselves and others the bad we do. Churches too often specialize in telling people that they are bad before God. In St Matthew 25, so much of this living and loving goodness of which Jesus speaks to his disciples is instinctive; it is something we do on the hoof. We are not looking for recognition or for applause. We are not, as people say today ‘putting ourselves out there.’ We really and honestly did not know that we were doing good in the first place. How could we remember it when it had already become part of the regular weave of the goodness of our life, our reaction and our response? 
It is to this sort of goodness that The Storehouse points. It happens in unscripted moments. It happens silently and quietly. It is generosity in operation and in action. But it always happens in a friendly way, as Jesus re-defined friendship for his disciples and for people and for relations between people ever more. And this connects us with what we learn from St Matthew 6, right in the middle of The Sermon on The Mount. Our best acts of almsgiving, prayer and fasting are done invisibly, where God alone sees: … your good deed must be secret, and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you …
Perhaps we can give the final word to St James, patron of this church, this parish and this community, in his Letter:
Make no mistake, my dear friends. Every good and generous action and every perfect gift come from above, from the Father who created the lights of heaven. (Letter of James 1.16) 
I want to thank this church and community for making heavenly light shine on earth.  
