St Thomas’s Church, Diocese of Dublin 
St Thomas’s Day 21st December.2018
Readings: Habakkuk 2.1-4; psalm 31.1-6; Ephesians 2.19-22; St John 20.24-29
Habakkuk 2.2: Then the Lord answered me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it.    
sermon preached by the archbishop of Dublin, The Most Reverend Dr Michael Jackson
DOUBTING THOMAS

Too much of our energy goes into agonizing over what and why Thomas doubted. Thomas, I suggest, had found himself left out of the action when Jesus came to visit the disciples on the first full occasion he did so after The Resurrection. He was displeased with himself that he was not there when it mattered. And so, maybe indeed as a twin (Didymus) who had to do this sort of thing on a regular basis as a child at home, he made his point, he set out his stall and he said: Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe. He was not ‘part of the works.’ It may indeed be one of the occasions on which Holy Scripture comes very close to describing a temper tantrum alive and kicking in the Kingdom of God. 
MISSION: SERVICE AND LEADERSHIP

When Jesus returned a week later, he guided Thomas to exactly what he asked for, namely that he might touch the place where the spear entered his side. What Jesus says through the words of St John is important for us to grasp: Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe. This is the call of Thomas to active mission. And it comes at the point where he is at his lowest and at his most foolish before the disciples, those today we might call his colleagues. When we get too full of ourselves, when we have decided that we are entitled to slap other people down – we should remember Thomas and the ways in which The Risen Christ raised him up to be one of the most wonderful world missionaries. Thomas was to The East what Paul was to The Mediterranean and The West. Both of them were unlikely leaders. Both of them were fallen failures. So why were they chosen? It was because they were learning servants. That is what we are called in our day to be: learning servants. 
As we all know, we are told that Thomas believed and commited himself to Resurrection faith and life without needing to put his hand physically into the side of Jesus. Because of the ever-present threat of Gnosticism (the triumph of what seems to be over what actually is, or more simply stated the triumph of fantasy over reality – and it is still a most attractive doctrine) at the time of John’s writing The Gospel, it is very important for orthodoxy/right teaching and right understanding, that Jesus be able to offer such a physical invitation to touch and to know in a bodily, fleshly way to someone who was not present on the earlier occasion and needed such an opportunity. This moment makes possible the saying that gives all of us here this evening hope: Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe. We too are surrounded by a range of Gnosticisms: false knowledge, fake news, Antichrists.
JULY 3RD OR DECEMBER 21ST ?
St Thomas is more conventionally celebrated in the church of today on July 3rd but I should myself like to make the case for our not forgetting December 21st the date in the Western Calendar for his Feast Day. This time of year, this very day is the darkest for us in the Northern Hemisphere. It is good for us to have the light of The Resurrection shine directly into the final days of preparation in the Season of Advent for The Incarnation: Easter and Christmas come to meet one another in the person of Jesus Christ. They simply do and have to do so. The other thing about this light of Resurrection response and relationship, as a guiding star at Christmas, is the understanding it gives us of doubt, alienation, faith and believing. Both have to do not with certainty but with hope and with trust. The honesty that is to be found deep within faith and believing, with an honourable place given to doubt, is that we really do not know what is going to happen next nor ever shall we.

Ephesians 2.19: You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the foundations of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.  
