Sermon on Low Sunday, St George and St Thomas, Dublin April 23rd 2017
Readings: Acts 2.14, 22-32; 1 Peter 1.3-9; St John 20.19-31
St John 20.26: Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, peace be with you.
sermon preached by the archbishop of Dublin, The Most Reverend Dr Michael Jackson

The Festival of Easter has its own octave, its own eight days of celebration. Today we continue to rejoice in resurrection during the time of resurrection. This rejoicing will continue until Ascension Day and Pentecost when we will draw to a conclusion the time on earth of the Risen Christ and greet the Holy Spirit the Comforter. Easter is coloured at the same time with resurrection realism: Jesus himself discloses the complexity of the Easter mystery by his carrying wounds in his body and by his being recognized as the risen Jesus by these very wounds. Celebration is not party time; it has a deeper meaning and resonance. Passion and Resurrection hold together. Those of us who are Christian disciples are now summoned and sent to tell and to do; to live and to share the good news of salvation brought to new life and to risen life before our eyes and in our hearts. We have the tender and intimate moments of recognition between The Risen Christ and Mary Magdalene. We have the individual and enlightening moments of recognition between The Risen Christ on the Road to Emmaus and the two disciples. That new light continues in the breaking of the bread and in the prayers in the house where they urge him to stay, to remain. But a new form of remaining, of abiding is dawning. In today’s Gospel, we have the individual and argumentative moment with Thomas the Twin for whom honest doubt becomes questing faith and belief itself forms the voice of conviction in response to the Risen Christ standing before him - wounded. It is in itself a wonderful moment of transformation – as complete as it is unexpected.  
As Lent was full of interesting characters in people like Nicodemus and the Woman at The Well of Samaria whom Jesus met and changed, so Easter changes people too. The invitation to them, as to us, is to trust in the future, to commit to what is not seen and to move into the unknown in hope. The resurrection equips us for change and to be changed. And this is, and will continue to be, what Easter is about. The change that Easter brings is one where we move in a very particular way from following to leading. We do, of course, continue as disciples of Jesus Christ in order to follow Jesus and to be led by Jesus but we are given responsibility as the messengers of resurrection, as the carriers of the risen life; and the only way in which people can see that this is a life at all is if we live it and show it. We do this by our actions, we do this by our attitude, we do this by our prayers and we do this by the way we live. This is our proclamation of Christ Risen whether it be in our kitchen, in our company head office, in our sitting by the bedside of a loved one in hospital or holding someone’s hand in a nursing home, out and about shopping or trying to stop shopping when we are out and about!
The Letters to the churches we find towards the back of our Bible. They tell us something of what living the life of resurrection at close quarters is like. It is fairly fiery! We have only one side of the correspondence of course, that is the responses of St Paul and others to the electrical energy that runs through communities raising questions and asking about issues that were not issues before belief in the resurrection became a point of reference and a point of definition and a point of contest. And, as often, we find that some of the most heated battles are between and among Christians. There are matters that are surely predictable to us: what to do about past loyalties; what to do about changes that you don’t like; what to do about people you don’t like; what to do when God is moving unstoppably among you in ways that you don’t like either. And then there is that truly amazing question about what will happen to the people who die physically before Jesus returns. These are exciting and contemporary questions. They exercise us still today and every day in the life of faith. They present themselves to us on a regular basis. Our life may seem humdrum but at its heart it is deeply theological. We are creatures of God. We are children of God. We are chosen by God. We are ambassadors of Resurrection Now. Hope accompanies fear; belief accompanies doubt; life accompanies death.    

The place and the presence of this church in the heart of Dublin 1 is and will remain a significant marker in our history. Its predecessor in its dedication to St Thomas was built in 1758, completed in 1762 and had 17108 parishioners in 1825; it was destroyed in 1922 in the War of Independence and during the fiery creation of The Irish Free State. This church in which we are today was built in 1930. Its predecessor in its dedication to St George took its stand in Hardwick Street and is one of the most magnificent buildings on the Dublin streetscape. Both separately and both combined have served their parochial populations extremely well and extremely faithfully. Parishes across the diocese bear testimony to this in the faithful involvement of people whose faith was nurtured here. I should like to thank all who have maintained this witness over centuries along with the tremendous contribution made by The St George’s Band, The Discovery Choir, the Christians of the Filipino tradition, the Indian Orthodox tradition and the Igbo tradition to the energy of St George and St Thomas. The church has hosted a range of people as diverse as U2, a Visiting Young Architects Group and Archbishop Desmond Tutu, a figure of international courage as expressed through a living Anglican witness. Diversity is the lifeblood of this church and of this community. My prayer would be that this spirit should continue to be infectious, inspiring and innovative. This is the energy, the graciousness and the hospitality I want to see carried through into the next expression of Godly life here in St George and St Thomas. I want to say also that the diocese is taking direct responsibility for the administration of the church building; and the diocese has brought about the transfer as of today of the pastoral and liturgical life of the people of the parish to the Parish of Drumcondra and North Strand. I thank the rector, the Reverend Garth Bunting, and the parishioners in those parishes for the welcome they are already extending and for their being at this service today. There is every intention on the part of the diocese to find a new use within the Church of Ireland and within the dioceses of Dublin and Glendalough for the very beautiful church building that is St George’s and St Thomas’ Church. 

No time is easy to do this. No time ever was going to be easy to do this. Perhaps, however, Easter is a suitable time to do this when we think specifically of new life and living tradition. The Five Marks of Mission have guided us as a diocese through the past sixteen months and they have touched the hearts of countless individuals. I offer them to each one of you as hand-luggage for the journey of Easter. They are specific to The Anglican Communion. They are exclusive of nobody and inclusive of everyone who wishes to make a contribution to the life of other people and to the life of the planet. And they are the following:

TELL: proclaiming God’s kingdom

TEACH: teaching, baptizing and nurturing 
TEND: responding to human need

TRANSFORM: transforming, changing unjust structures

TREASURE: safeguarding creation. 

I wish all who have come to participate in this service everything that is best. I thank all of you for the memories you bring and the sense of how much this church has meant and still means to you. I thank all the clergy and church officers along with the parishioners who have kept the flame of faith and the light of love bright in this place. Let us trust to the Season of Easter as the herald of hope to lead us forward, in the spirit once again of St John’s Gospel: Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. (St John 20.30,31)    
