Service in Hazaribagh: St Ciaran’s College Centenary Service
during the time August 20th to 22nd 2024

preacher: The Most Reverend Dr Michael Jackson, archbishop of Dublin 

The person of Jesus Christ remains our inspiration and our foundation. In the First Letter of Peter, we hear the church described as made up of living stones connected in a very special way to Jesus Christ, the chief corner stone. Let us listen again, from 1 Peter 2.5: You also, as living stones, must be built up into a spiritual temple, and form a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
This expands and develops the previous verse: 1 Peter 2.4: 
So come to him, to the living stone which was rejected by men but chosen by God and of great worth to him. 

The fact that we are living stones, always building new structures of community, of friendship, of partnership and of capacity for ourselves and for others, is rightly our achievement. It is, in the Christian understanding, nonetheless built on a failure on the part of others to recognize goodness, by an earlier rejection, a throwing away, of the worthiest part of our community: Jesus Christ, humiliated, crucified and left outside the city wall by his own people and by the Roman colonists. The stone is a powerful image for slaves who are Christians and who have no option in The Roman Empire other than to build roads, build cities, build fortresses, build houses, build harbours – and to lose their lives in industrial accidents as they do this work. Their inspiration is the stone rejected which – and I mean who – is their Stone of stones, Jesus Christ.
Our life from day to day builds this new and living temple in our college, in our place and in our hearts as we experience and share the connection one with another on earth and in our connection with God who gives life is on earth as it is in heaven … Connection is God’s gift to us. Connection is our gift to one another – through history, through this centenary year, through all who have been here before, all who are here now, all who will be here in the future as St Ciaran’s College. Heaven and earth come together in the witness and celebration in 2024 of St Ciaran’s College in Hazaribagh, across India and across the world. 
Celebration and thanksgiving, gratitude and hope bring The Reverend Steven Brunn and me here today to share with you joy and gladness. We are joyful because we have connected once again with one another from two parts of the world that are far away in geography. We are glad because you are rightly celebrating your centenary as a college. We are glad that we have a part in it through history and today. You have built one another up; you have allowed God to build you up; you celebrate your own individual achievements and results; you celebrate the total return of hours and of decades of hard work. May I say, on behalf of everyone associated with The Dublin University Mission to Chota Nagpur, in Trinity College Dublin and in The Diocese of Dublin and right across Ireland: Well done!

You may rightly ask: Why are we in our College of St Ciaran in India called after an Irish Saint? I suppose it is because those who were your founders and our predecessors wanted to share something of their faith and culture and witness with you as a gift and as a reference point for your own life and work. Something inspired them to take a name and to give a name and to share a name, in our case today: the name of St Ciaran. And, of course, they were always and rightly sure that you would develop it in your own unique way and offer us something back for sharing and for rejoicing in Ireland too. This you have, across all the generations of your life, genuinely done. For this too we say: Thank you!
St Ciaran was the son of an itinerant carpenter and chariot maker. He worked as a cowherd and was educated by St Finnian of Clonard and St Enda of Inishmore, one of The Arran Islands, off the West Coast of Ireland. St Ciaran saw a vision of a miraculous tree offering protection to the whole island of Ireland; the tree contained sweet fruits and beautiful birds; some of the birds were taking fruit to other lands. St Enda realized the way to interpret the vision was as follows: the miraculous tree was Ciaran himself who would nurture with his grace all of Ireland. On the back of this, St Enda encouraged St Ciaran to establish his own monastery in the centre of Ireland, so he founded his monastery at Clonmacnoise. St Ciaran lived his whole short life from then on (born 516, at Clonmacnoise 544-549) in full harmony with nature. Not only was it the largest monastery in Ireland by the ninth century, with 1500 to 2000 resident monks, Ciaran having started with 10 followers; it specialized in manuscripts, metalwork and stonework and St Ciaran was described by St Columba of Iona as ‘a lamp shining with the light of true wisdom.’ This could indeed be a good banner headline for today’s St Ciaran’s College in its second century of existence.   

Perhaps we can now see why the St Ciaran was an inspiration for this college: a miraculous tree offering the fruit of learning right across India; an invitation in a world more ecologically conscious now than ever before to live in full harmony with nature; a place of many students starting from modest beginnings and now buzzing with life; a place offering a wide curriculum of educational opportunity and attainment; and finally ‘a lamp shining with the light of true wisdom.’ This is the point of connection between Clonmacnoise and Hazaribagh connected as they both are by the patronage of St Ciaran.   
Everything you do, everything you and I celebrate together today is part of the building of a spiritual temple, the forming of a holy priesthood. God has brought us together across the continents, across the time zones and across the cultures. This has enabled us to be together here and now with one another and with God. Let us celebrate and give thanks together! And let us take that description of St Ciaran by St Columba and make it our own: …a lamp shining with the light of true wisdom …
