D&G DIOCESAN SYNODS 2024: SHORT VERSION OF ARCHBISHOP’S ADDRESS:
SYNODALITY, SERVICE AND SPIRITUALITY

Acts 2.1: … and they were all together in one place … 
A synod literally is the coming together of roads. People come into one place and then move off again and everything changes. The church synod connects people today with Jerusalem and The Holy Spirit of God from whom the church is inseparable. We call on the Spirit (invocation) and the Spirit motivates (inspiration) when we come together synodically. This is our primary duty as followers of Jesus Christ. At the core of our being, response is what we do.
Synodical life has changed worldwide through the work of Pope Francis on Synodality. The international Anglican tradition is engaging with the new definition of what a synod is through the ARCIC 3 Agreement on Receptive Ecumenism. We are encouraged to adapt and to change to be part of the Christian mainstream of engaged ecumenical action. Our track record in ecumenical living in Dublin and Glendalough is excellent and of long standing locally and among church leaders. While people cry out for leadership, leaders are called to discern followership among the faithful in the churches. The Holy Spirit calls followers who respond to do great things.
Church of Ireland Census figures show a drop of 30% in Sunday attendance across the whole church since 2013. On only two of the Census Sundays in 2023 did our diocesan numbers here exceed 5000. Between 1.6 and 1.8 million people live in the greater Dublin area. This shows how small we have become. On any of four Census Sundays right across the Church of Ireland, numbers were around 40,000. This would not fill the seats in The Aviva Stadium. Across the Church of Ireland, there is now one church building for every 49 people. You will agree with one another in recognizing that this is unsustainable in its current form anywhere and everywhere.

How do parishes re-set? Everyone can play a part. Small does not impede Spiritual vitality. Doing nothing locally does. Remember The Parable of the Talents. Our Lord’s instruction is not to bury your talent. Synodality presents a new opportunity to act immediately and in simple ways with an agenda of care and ecology. Synodality offers friendship and incorporation of new people into individual and community Christian living synodically. This Spiritual invitation is yours to accept or reject now. Pope Francis has defined the church as a field hospital in today’s world. We in the diocese need to take up this challenge. How often have you heard that the church exists for those outside it? In the new way of acting, our regular worship of God will inform and ignite our Christian living for our neighbour. As I have often said: It is not about us, it is about them. 

The Five Marks of Mission of The Anglican Communion: Tell, Teach, Tend, Transform, Tend with the long-established work of The Dublin City Inter Faith Forum give us a chance to build a new church of openness and friendship with our neighbours old and new. These are exciting possibilities. Witness in Ireland today asks of us that we be brave and courageous, inclusive and open. Everyone needs to go to church more and to bring more people to church with them. Everyone needs to build new communities of faith and action locally in order to share and spread joy in believing in God and in living God’s goodness and God’s glory. We need to let the Spirit of God send us out from The Synods of 2024 to do this. The Spirit is yours to accept or to reject. 
