Maundy Thursday Service Christ Church Cathedral; March 29 2018 
Reading: St John 13:1-35 
St John 13.31, 32: Then (after Judas had gone out) Jesus said, Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 
sermon preached by the archbishop of Dublin, The Most Reverend Dr Michael Jackson

PASSIVE AGGRESSION – ACTIVE RECEPTION 

If ever there were the opposite of passive aggression – and there is a lot of it about – surely these few verses from The Narrative of The Footwashing sum it up. My suggested name for it is: active reception. In the way in which St John tells this unique story, Jesus actively receives and personally enriches and courageously lives out the relationship between death and glory in a very particular way. And it begins to happen from the moment at which Judas leaves the room where they are having supper in order explicitly to betray him. As St John portrays this act, it is swept into the work of divine redemption and woven into the providential outworking of grace and salvation. Jesus gives off all the vibes of orchestrating and controlling his own death theologically. This, of course, is a theological rebooting and interpretation of what is presented to us in a much more brutal, basic and scandalous form in the other Gospels. But, and I have said it before, in the contemporary church we are going nowhere without theology or without theological reflection on ourselves and on the world around us and on our inherited traditions. Why otherwise would our preparation for the Season of Lent itself have begun with the interaction of creation and recreation? Why otherwise would The Baptism of Jesus as told in the sparse narrative of St Mark’s Gospel be so elemental in its force and its power? 
PASTORAL CARE AND GOD’S GLORY

The world today has many sources and suppliers of what is called pastoral care, sidestepping and often over-riding the church completely; we inside the church have no monopoly on either the language or the activity. Our own pastoral instinct and outreach, and by extension our receptivity to being cared for and challenged by others who are not clergy, in our own sorrows and our own joys need to be grounded in God and in God’s glory first and last. This is the component of faith, hope and love that we bring to the life of the world through our humility and through our vitality and through our witness. From the early days of the life of the Christian Church, the questions being asked were and continue to be: Why do Christians do these things when they are not obviously to their personal advantage? The question still ricochets around the contemporary world as Christians in the crucible of civilization and in our partner-Diocese of Jerusalem and in the Middle East suffer and die for the glory of God and for faith in the God of glory and for its public expression in both lively witness and deathly martyrdom. 

SERVANT LEADERSHIP 

It is to a very particular type of servant leadership – as celebrants of hope, as midwives of grace, as pointers to justice – that we are called as deacons, priests and bishops, irrespective of hierarchy or competition, and as lay people with a ministry to give appropriate to discipleship and its sibling apostleship. The bedrock of glory is the gift that is given to us in ordination and commissioning by God and by all others who participate in each of those acts of mission. The people of God, whom we in the church call the laity, are intrinsic to this act and, in fact, launch it and open the floodgates of joy at the beginning of every act of ordination and commissioning. They too have their own act of commission and mission; and the presence and participation of clergy in this is equally vital. We are all in this together because without discipleship and theology – both of these being a form of journeying – all of us are going nowhere. Authorized ministry is a collaborative act of theological self-understanding, in which the whole is brighter and bigger than the part, and one in which the journey is more important than the destination – because we ourselves will never see the end, in the conventional way in which we see things that end, in our own lifetime. And the other thing we should recognize is that the means in every ministry in so many ways is the end. It is the journey itself that gives us the scope and the space to journey with others and with God in the glory of God. 
A HARD-WORKED EXAMPLE OF JOURNEYING
In the middle of February, you may have caught up with the amazing and breathtaking achievement of Damian Browne, Connaught and Leinster rugby player, who rowed solo for sixty-four days to cross The Atlantic. This is surely something glorious. He arrived in Antigua on February 15th of this year when we ourselves were beginning to settle into the Season of Lent and still basking in the glow of St Valentine. Interviewed on RTE Radio from – where else? – his bed (and wasn’t he entitled to it?) Damian Browne spoke about what we have been doing and about what we must continue to do, that is: journey on. The only way he could have stopped was to give up, so he had to: journey on. In a memorable phrase he spoke as follows: ‘The sea is such a grumbling beast.’ He went on to say something that struck me as having a deep and almost inexhaustible echo in the life we live as clergy and laity together, exercizing both a ministry and a range of ministries, in harmony and in dissonance with each other, and it was the following. Asked an open-ended question about how it was, he said something like this in reply: 

I had to be careful about not becoming outcome-orientated. 
It simply is not good for your mental wellbeing. 
I found myself concentrating on the finish and not living in the moment, but focused solely on the conclusion. 
Product had become far more important than process. 
Sixty-four days is a long time to be in your own head.

But it was still good eventually to see land.

By chance, I happened to be listening to the radio again, two days later, and The Reverend Rob Marshall was leading Thought for the Day on BBC Radio 4. He was speaking about something quite different, rural travel. He said that a friend had said to him: I know when I am in the North of England, because people thank the bus driver. As well as this being the voice of human courtesy, the argument that he made was as follows: so sparse was the provision of public transport in the rural areas, people were thanking the driver for being able to make the journey at all. Journeying had become an achievement and to many people a miracle and it was the facilitation of making the journey itself that became the cause of gratitude. 
END PRODUCTS?

So much of our lives within the church context is bound up with a series of end-products or, in the language of Damian Browne, of being outcome-orientated. This is something each of us urgently, radically needs to rethink; it is highly attractive; it is potentially destructive of ourselves and of others. It is made all the more complicated because we in fact have no product for sale, we have everything to give and, in a way, nothing to offer. For those of us who have siblings, spouses, offspring in what is referred to as ‘the real world,’ this is very confusing. We need to resolve the tensions for ourselves through prayer to God, through support to one another and through outside help if that is what it takes. There is no shame in this – only fulfilment. In a very deep sense, we will never be taken seriously as ‘men and women of the world,’ and this can make us feel remaindered almost on a daily basis, if we let it get in on us and eat us. Personal prayer, openness to the presence of God in the people and the things around us that are free of charge and cost, the grace of trust and innocence, joy and gratitude will however give us a renewed self-understanding. These will help us to hold to what we hear the Jesus of St John’s Gospel say here: Now the Son of Man is glorified, and in him God is glorified … (34) I give you a new commandment: love one another; as I have loved you, you are to love one another. The economic model serves us ill and insufficiently in all of this; the church is not best understood as a business; it is a hope-filled expression of the Kingdom of God on earth grappling with that haunting phrase in the Lord’s Prayer: … as on earth, so in heaven ... 
TO CALVARY AND TO EMMAUS 

Almost unknown to ourselves, we are greatly hampered by something in the contemporary human mind that enjoys flirting with advertising as an end in itself and as the new definition of the journey of life. This imperceptibly turns us, if we are not careful, into commentators on our own life as opposed to our engaging in what I spoke of earlier as: active reception. It is a highly seductive alternative to a clear lived theological life. The temptations involved in this are clear for all of us to see. Yet we regularly avoid facing and addressing them. In your own quiet reflection, you will be able to think of examples of good things and good people who rush through or brush past the journey itself on the assumption that end results are the true calling and the real prize. You may even be one of them yourself. And if we are honest, much of this appeals to us for a while not because of our passive aggression but because of our instinctive activism. But addressing that is another sermon. These three days are days to let God be our guide.  
St Mark 2.38: Jesus answered the disciples, Let us move on to the neighbouring towns, so that I can proclaim my message there as well, for this is what I came out to do …
Let us never forget for ourselves on this day those words of commissioning: … there as well …
