Sermon for Service in St Paul’s, Jerusalem 30th May 2017
Readings: 1 Peter 4.7-11; St John 15.26-27, 16.1-4
1 St Peter 4.10: As good stewards of the varied gifts given you by God, let each use the gift he has received in service of others.  
sermon preached by the archbishop of Dublin, The Most Reverend Dr Michael Jackson

LET US ABIDE…
In chapter 1, in the beginning of The Gospel of John, we are told clearly and compassionately that Jesus the Son of God has come to abide with the creation because he is The Word who was in the beginning. As he was in the beginning, so he is in the present, now in human form. The whole cosmos is embraced by the presence and the love of God the Son. It is entirely consistent with the same God that, as Jesus prepares in chapter 14 to go to the Father, he explains to those who follow him that there will be many places there for them and for others to abide; in that well-loved phrase: in my Father’s house are many mansions, many places to abide, to stay, to remain, to be - in the many different ways the disciples are renewed by the Passion and the Resurrection of the same Jesus. 
LET US WITNESS…
In today’s Gospel Reading, the witness of the disciples, while they are being prepared to abide on earth after the departure of their Teacher, is combined and connected with the witness of the Holy Spirit, the Advocate. They are being invited into a work of cosmic significance and strength, of expansion and excitement. They are being prepared by Jesus to hold firm, to point to God in everything they are and in everything they do as a witness to his abiding with them. As Father, Son and Holy Spirit remained a unit throughout the earthly life of Jesus, so the disciples are invited into and held within such a unit by witness on earth to complement and to reflect the life in heaven. This is how The Teacher taught them to pray; this is now to be their life’s work: as on earth, so in heaven; as in heaven, so on earth. 

LET US BE APOSTOLIC…
Not only is this a powerful invitation in New Testament times to those who are about to experience the loss of the one they love and revere; it is an invitation to us today to follow in their understanding of what it is to be apostolic, to be sent by God in our day and at this hour in order to abide and to witness. The new life and the new energy of this church, dedicated to St Paul, is something for Christian people to celebrate worldwide as you are sent to abide and to witness in this place in the city of Jerusalem, the city of the Ascension and of the Coming of the Holy Spirit. The community of baptism, of teaching and of nurture – The Second Mark of Mission of the Anglican Communion – exists to equip ordinary people to be sent to proclaim and to strive for an ever more inclusive and ever more universal community of God’s kingdom – not simply to be bigger or louder than it was last year. Numbers are not the definition of mission. 
LET US PRAY…
The Letter of Peter offers us a chilling narrative of the world seen through apostolic eyes. We began this morning with the following urgent invitation: The end of all things is upon us; therefore to help you to pray you must lead self-controlled and sober lives. This perspective has not gone away since the days of the first Christian communities in response to the sending of Christian people from Jerusalem back to where they had left in order to attend The Feast of Pentecost and the subsequent sending of new people. Under intense pressure Christians are encouraged to maintain prayer, love and hospitality. In a time of intense pressure there is little appetite for self-righteousness in the face of the sinfulness of oneself or of others: Above all, maintain the fervour of your love for one another, because love cancels a host of sins. Pragmatism, cutting our losses, rowing in with one another: the sorts of virtues we see and feel in The Parable of The Unjust Steward: these are the virtues of The End Time in the present time all the time.

You have been called to abiding, to witnessing, to sending and to praying – and to suffering. You who are The Living Stones by God appointed are an inspiration to all of us worldwide. As we have been invited to Come and See, so we are commissioned to Go and Tell. May God continue to bless you, together with the Christian church world-wide. As children of Pentecost you in a very special way await the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost as you pray. 

As St Paul teaches: Philippians 2.5: Let the mind be in you that was also in Christ Jesus
