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The book of Ecclesiastes reminds us very starkly that ‘there is a time for everything’, and even though it may therefore feel on occasions as if things are happening at the wrong time, always under God’s sovereign providence it is the right time.  In normal circumstances this service of Graham’s ordination to the priesthood would not be following only seven weeks after his having been made a deacon.  But the Lord, in whose hands are all our days, has seen fit to bring this about.  
And so, Graham, 
· even as our hearts feel confused and conflicted by myriad different emotions, 
· even as we remain so acutely aware of the anxiety and vulnerability that surround you this afternoon, 
· even as we know that you will move from this moment back into hospital treatment, 
we nevertheless choose to rejoice with you that the calling which God has placed upon your life should be fulfilled in this way and, indeed, in this place.

The very first time I met Graham Jones was when I attended my first Trustee meeting in this very building, and from that moment I could readily sense that Graham was someone for whom I could have the utmost respect – he was deeply committed to both his family and his church, he exuded wisdom, he embodied a servant-heart, he was blessed with a spirit of diligence.  In those early encounters I found Graham to be an energising, sanguine and cheerful presence, and I am bound to say that long before he ever inwardly sensed a calling from the Lord towards ordination, he was already exercising a priestly and pastoral and missional role.

I vividly recall the day in early 2015 when Graham and I met for coffee in Dame Street, and he confided in me how the Lord had been speaking to him about ordination training.  He sounded a little bit like an ecclesiastical version of the singer Meatloaf – ‘Lord, I would do anything for you, but I am not sure I want to do that!’  Yet in spite of that initial reluctance, he was keen to hear what might be involved of him and his family within a training process, and he was obedient in making himself available.  


Graham duly arrived into CITI in September 2016.  As I reflect today on his training up to this point, and how it has been so cruelly interrupted by various medical necessities, his handling of all of that, and the fact that he has achieved so much and to such an impressive standard, stands in itself as a testimony to his spirit of endurance.  Graham, I know I speak for all your many friends in CITI when I say that it has been such a joy to have you, Louise and the girls as part of the CITI family.

A week ago last Thursday, when we were sitting together in the Beacon Hospital, Graham chose to share with me the reality of what he is now dealing with – that was and is traumatic - but in the same moment I sensed how he was overcome with joy at what the Archbishop had so kindly suggested in his willingness to facilitate this service.  And then, over last weekend he also told me of the text from the readings which had most resonated with his own spirit - 2 Cor 5:17:  
‘Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new.’
So allow me very briefly to share some thoughts which I believe are of the Lord, which I hope are both encouraging and appropriate, and which in many ways can be summarised under the heading of true human flourishing, and I know how much that has meant to you in recent days:
The fact that believers are spoken of here as being a new creation reminds us that this is something that only God can do and that he does it even in spite of circumstances.  For those who are in Christ the measure of human flourishing has to be the life and death of Jesus of Nazareth – to be flourishing, therefore, you do not need to be affluent or popular, you don’t need to own a home, it does not depend on lifespan.  But to be flourishing does mean a profound truthfulness towards God, and it invites a willingness to act sacrificially.  This being created anew is by the gift of the Spirit, and Graham, as you have been blessed to know that experience of being re-made in Christ, so may it be that, come what may, the same Spirit will continue to enable you to continue to flourish and to rest in the knowledge of his good purpose in every circumstance.

Secondly, the fact that believers are spoken of here as being a new creation means that from God’s perspective something has been indelibly changed for ever - hence that the old is gone and that which is new has been imparted.  Recently I have been reading an immensely helpful little book by Matt Fuller entitled ‘Perfect Sinners – seeing yourself as God sees you’, and its main thrust is to encourage all of us who are in Christ that we might learn to distinguish our status before God from our walk with God so that we do not live as though we were constantly on trial before God: the former, our status, is unchanging and carries cast-iron assurance in the gospel; the latter, our walk, is subject to fluctuation and to all the vagaries of our sinful and broken condition.  Graham, my prayer for you and Louise and the girls this afternoon is that, even as you undergo such hardship of body and mind in your walk, you will be able to continue to hold by faith to the reality of the perfect status which is yours in Christ, and which will one day become manifest.  You are already and forever a new creation in God’s sight.

And finally, the fact that believers are spoken of here as being a new creation suggests that there is something which also focuses on others – a regenerated and renewed life only really makes sense when it is connected, not only to God through Christ, but also to others within the body, and v.15 interprets this – ‘Christ died for all (plural), so that those who live might live no longer for themselves but for him who died and was raised for them’.  Jesus not only embodied that sense of human flourishing in his own life, but he brought such flourishing everywhere he went.  I think again of last Thursday and how it was that even after I had prayed for Graham, he then chose to pray for me.  Graham, we know your heart, and that is such that for you this service is not ultimately about you.  Rather, it is also about a celebration of the impact that your life and your ministry have had, and will continue to have, on other people: 
· that is what it means to truly flourish, 
· if I might coin the topic of your own dissertation, that is what it looks like to move in the river of the Spirit instead of remaining comfortable in the swimming pool, 
· that is what it means for the people of God to celebrate and to radiate life, and in every sense may this be the fullness of what your priestly ministry will come to mean.

A few years ago I remember on one occasion speaking to a senior clergy friend, a man who had been greatly used by God as both a pastor and an evangelist.  He had become seriously unwell, yet he remained resilient, and when I asked him what was helping him to keep going, without hesitation he directed me to the doctrine of the communion of saints, and in particular to some words of a hymn (467).  In this season of All Saints-tide and Remembrance I want as I finish to read a few of its verses by way of a prayer:




How bright those glorious spirits shine! Whence all their white array?  How came they to the blissful seats of everlasting day?
Lo! these are they from sufferings great who came to realms of light, and in the blood of Christ have washed those robes which shine so bright.
The Lamb, who dwells amidst the throne, shall o’er them still preside; feed them with nourishment divine, and all their footsteps guide.
In pastures green he’ll lead his flock where living streams appear; 
and God the Lord from every eye shall wipe off every tear. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Graham, may the same Lord bless, sustain and keep you close to himself, and may he enable you to flourish and bring great enrichment to others, and may you continue prove his amazing love and faithfulness as he leads you now into the sacred order of priest.  Amen. 
