Come&C Sermon: Beirut and Jerusalem: January 2018
St John 1.39: Come and see, Jesus replied. So they went and saw where he was staying, and spent the rest of the day with him. It was about four in the afternoon. 

THE LANDSCAPE OF THE HOLY LAND

Everywhere we go in the Holy Land, we are presented with pictures and places that bring to the fore of our minds images and memories of the gift of God to us in his Son Jesus Christ and in the sending and the in-dwelling of The Holy Spirit of the same God. History has done its work here. The landscape bears the scars of what can only be called invasion and exploitation, leading to devastating human cruelty and suffering as well as to unique and sustained acts of human resilence and interdependence. Hope springs from The Living Stones. If any of us has had an opportunity to see The Blue Planet, a nature-documentary by David Attenborough, we will have seen the seemingly inexhaustible versatilty and beauty of nature as an organic being in its wholeness. Nature’s energy is survival and multiplication. Nature is this, nature does this in places never before seen by the human eye until David Attenborough went there and recorded life as it happens, as it unfolds and discloses itself. Much of this spirit of vitality in the face of seeming impossibility flourishes here in the whole sweep of the Holy Land. It is essential that the Christian world acknowledge and support this instinct and this achievement. 
THE SCRIPTURAL CONTEXT OF THE INVITATION: COME AND SEE
By the time we hear the invitation: Come and see on the lips of Jesus in the Gospel of John, we are still in chapter 1. As is the way with St John, a great deal has happened. It is a fast-moving cinematic Gospel. The beginning has been connected directly with the here and now; God has been born on earth, the Word has become flesh; John the Baptizer has held his ground about who he is and who he is not; and the same John has twice hailed Jesus as: The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world; and two of his disciples have begun to follow Jesus. What we see here is a very gentle transition, what today we call a regime change from John to Jesus. The invitation to: Come and see is an invitation into the fulness of the new creation, the new vitality and what in other Gospels is called the Kingdom of God, disclosing itself on earth in the person and in the healing, teaching and preaching of Jesus. We get a real sense in St John’s Gospel that we are already living in the time of the disclosure of this Kingdom, with all the conflict as well as all the glory that kingdoms are and have deep within them. As we know, the transition will not remain so gentle; it will become violent and murderous, confrontational and crucifixional – and yet it will issue in resurrection and new creation. For the moment, it is an unpressured invitation and it introduces the disciples then and the disciples now to that all-important word in St John: abide: live, stay, remain, hang in there. This is the commitment that God makes to us in the earliest part of chapter 1 and this is the commitment of relationship that God makes to every form of discipleship in the continuing church. This is discipleship as incarnation in the here and now.  
THE OPPORTUNITIES FOR EXPRESSION OF DISCIPLESHIP THROUGH COME&C

In a simple and direct way, The Come&C initiative which is shared between Dublin and Glendalough Dioceses and The Diocese of Jerusalem and The Middle East draws us into the life of The First Christians through the life of Today’s Christians, women and men, children and adults alike. I will always remember when Archbishop Suheil came to the diocese of Clogher where I was bishop then, my home diocese, to address an Ecumenical Gathering which my Roman Catholic counterpart and I organized every year on Whitsunday. He began by saying: ‘I come to you as a child of Pentecost’. This made and still makes a powerful impression and impact on me. In a not dissimilar way Come&C invites all of us to be children of The Land of The Holy One. The inspiration and the motivation comes from here and, like the message of Pentecost, the song goes to all four corners of the earth. It is based in The Five Marks of Mission of The Anglican Communion and for this purpose we in Dublin and Glendalough have simplified them to five words beginning with the letter: T:

TELL: to proclaim God’s Kingdom

TEACH: to teach, baptize and nurture

TEND: to respond to human need

TRANSFORM: to transform unjust structures

TREASURE: to safeguard creation.

Each of these gives voice to opportunities and scope for responsibilities in our everyday lives as followers of Jesus Christ. Relationships that we have with one another, relationships that we have and aspire to have with our neighbours and our enemies – these are encompassed in the way in which these Marks work. First, they give us a strong sense of identity; secondly, they give us a strong sense of outreach; thirdly, they give us a strong sense of concrete achievement; fourthly, they give us the joy of celebration; fifthly, they give us the transfiguration of our human lives by the light of divine glory. They are sufficiently open-ended to be applicable in any context; and it is your context of life and witness that we all want to garner and to celebrate through this shared engagement. 

THE COMBINATION OF HUMANITY AND DIVINITY AS IN THE INCARNATE CHRIST

The other feature of The Five Marks and The Come&C programme is that, as well as these being Christian marks and aspirations, they are an offering to everyone who is human from a Christian perspective and with a Christian openness to engagement and to dialogue, to hope and to freedom. These are the gifts we believe and understand God to have given to the world in the sending of his Son and these are the gifts of which we as Christians today are custodians and carriers. We need to identify and to celebrate the fact that we are already doing this in our communities; we need to let the world see that we love the world, however much the same world may hate Christ and hate us. Hatred is not an option for us as Christians and we do not want to be marched along this road of negative power by friend or foe.
THE HUMANSCAPE OF THE HOLY LAND

For those of us who live outside The Land of The Holy One, your humanity and your faithfulness are to us a huge and lasting inspiration. There is a phrase in our Prayer Book which may indeed not sound spectacular but in fact is: patient continuance in welldoing. It speaks of continuity of witness when continuity is unfashionable because eveyone seems to want to be doing something novel and sparklingly new; it speaks of continuity when carring on, keeping doing the thing is exhausting and almost impossible; it speaks to those who are long-term residents, it speaks to those who are refugees and immigrants because it honours the energy of the word that lies at the heart of abiding, that great word of continuity and accompaniment threading its way through The Gospel of John like a thread of gold in a garment or a stream of living water through a desert or the passion that says: I believe in God and I can never believe in hatred, in hurt and in injustice.

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE PARTNERSHIP TO US 
Every time I come to this land, the power of our relationship of need and our need of relationship with one another in our two dioceses is brought home to me. In the Dark Ages Ireland became the custodian of the Christian faith in a Europe that was engulfed by Gothic militarism. Today, in regard to an ever-more secular modern Europe, we are missing our calling to share grace with those who have chosen an increasingly brutalized, economic definition of the human person over an enlightenment of shared endeavour where dialogue between those of faith, of World Faiths and of no faith sooner rather than later has to become our guiding star. The prayer, the laughter, the worship and the personalities of this Holy Land all make this possible and sustain this human warmth day in day out. And Archbishop Suheil is pivotal to this relationship of faith, hope and love. In a very special way, we are bound together at this Season because of our Epiphany Agreement that was signed by Archbishop Suheil and by me in The Cathedral in Jerusalem on the Feast of the Epiphany 2015. 
Many people remember and rejoice in different parts of The Story of the Visit of The Wise Men from The East to see The Child who has been born. The one thing in which I rejoice is their wisdom and they point us towards something which The Child of Bethlehem said in later life about being wise as serpents and innocent as doves. What they told Herod was fact and still they had to good sense to depart by another way. May their re-statement of what the prophet said inspire us as we journey in discipleship and Come&C:

And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

Are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

For from you shall come a ruler

Who is to shepherd my people Israel.

St John 1.45b, 46: … it is Jesus son of Joseph, from Nazareth. Nathaniel exclaimed, Can anything good come from Nazareth? Philip said, Come and see.  
