Dioceses of Dublin and Glendalough

Holy Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Communion
(When some candidates are baptised and confirmed, others only confirmed)

THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE

HYMN

Archbishop

Grace, mercy and peace

from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ

be with you all.

And also with you

Our Lord Jesus Christ has told us that to enter the kingdom of heaven we must be born again of water and the Spirit, and has given us baptism as the sign and seal of new birth.  Here we are washed by the Holy Spirit and made clean.  Here we are clothed with Christ, dying to sin that we may live his risen life.  As children of God, we have a new dignity and God calls us to fullness of life.

Let us affirm our trust in God’s mercy and confess that we need forgiveness.

Lord God, you created the world, and made us in your own image.

Forgive us when we turn away from you.

Lord have mercy.

Lord have mercy.

Lord God, through your Son, you overcame evil and death.

Rescue us from slavery to sin.

Christ have mercy.

Christ have mercy.

Lord God, by your Spirit you restore us to fellowship with you and with one another. Breathe your love and freedom into our lives.

Lord have mercy.

Lord have mercy.   (or Seasonal Kyries)
Archbishop

Heavenly Father, by the power of your Holy Spirit you give to your faithful people new life in the water of baptism.  Guide and strengthen us by the same Spirit, that we who are born again may serve you in faith and love, and grow into the full stature of your Son, Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit now and for ever.   


         Amen.

PROCLAIMING AND RECEIVING THE WORD

The First Reading
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

GRADUAL HYMN

(all remain standing)
The Gospel 
Hear the Gospel of our Saviour Christ according to St.Matthew

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.


after the Gospel

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The Sermon

THE PRESENTATION

Archbishop

We welcome those who come to be baptised. 

The Rector presents the candidate by name:

I present…………to be baptised.

We welcome those who come to be confirmed. 

The Rector presents the candidates by name:


I present………… to be confirmed.

The archbishop asks the Confirmation candidates together:

Have you been baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit?

I have.

The archbishop asks the confirmation candidates together:

……….Are you ready to affirm your faith in Jesus Christ?












I am.
The archbishop asks the clergy and others responsible for the care and preparation

of the candidates:

Have these persons been carefully prepared in their understanding of the Christian faith?







I believe they have.

The Decision

The Archbishop says to all the candidates:

In baptism, God calls us from darkness to his marvellous light.  To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life in him.

Therefore I ask:


Do you reject the devil and all proud rebellion against God ?



Candidates reply: I reject them.


Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?



Candidates reply: I renounce them.


Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour?



Candidates reply: I repent of them.

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?

Candidates reply: I turn to Christ.


Do you submit to Christ as Lord?


Candidates reply: I submit to Christ.


Do you come to Christ, the Way, the Truth and the Life?


Candidates reply: I come to Christ.

The Archbishop says to the Congregation:

You have heard these our brothers and sisters respond to Christ.

Will you support them in this calling?

We will support them

THE BAPTISM

The Candidate for Baptism, accompanied by those for Confirmation proceed to the place of Baptism:

The Archbishop makes the sign of the cross on the forehead of the candidates for baptism:

Christ claims you for his own.

Receive the sign of the Cross.

Live as a disciple of Christ, fight the good fight, finish the race, keep the faith.

Confess Christ Crucified,

Proclaim his Resurrection,

Look for his Coming in glory.

May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness,

restore in you the image of his glory,

and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ.

Praise God who made heaven and earth.

Who keeps his promise for ever.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

We thank you, almighty God, for the gift of water to sustain, refresh and cleanse all life.  Over water the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation.  Through water you led the children of Israel from slavery in Egypt to freedom in the Promised Land.  In water your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us from the death of sin to newness of life.

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism.  In it we are buried with Christ in his death.  By it we share his resurrection, through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, in joyful obedience to your Son, we baptise into his fellowship those who come to him in faith.

Now sanctify this water by the power of your Holy Spirit, that they may be cleansed from sin and born again.  Renewed in your image, may they walk in the light of faith and continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Lord; to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be all honour and glory, now and for ever. 






         






Amen.

The Archbishop addresses all the candidates together:

Do you believe and accept the Christian Faith into which you have been baptised, or into which you are about to be baptised?

I do

The Archbishop addresses the congregation:

Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess, together with these candidates the faith of the Church:

Do you believe and trust in God the Father?


I believe in God, the Father almighty,



creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son?


I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,



who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,



born of the Virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died and was buried;



he descended to the dead.



On the third day he rose again;



he ascended into heaven,



he is seated at the right hand of the Father,



and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit?


I believe in the Holy Spirit,



the holy catholic Church,



the communion of saints,



the forgiveness of sins,



the resurrection of the body,



and the life everlasting.  Amen

The Archbishop baptizes the candidates for Baptism:

……I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.Amen.

God has called you into his Church.

congregation:

We therefore receive and welcome you

as members with us of the body of Christ,

as the children of the one heavenly Father,

and as inheritor’s with us of the kingdom of God.

THE CONFIRMATION

The newly baptised together with the other candidates for Confirmation return to their places at the front of the church:

Archbishop:

Our help is in the name of the Lord
Who has made heaven and earth,
Blessed be the name of the Lord
Now and for ever.   Amen

All kneel in silence, then the Archbishop says:
Almighty and everliving God, whose Son Jesus Christ was crucified and rose again to break the power of sin and death: We give you thanks and praise for the gift of your Holy Spirit by whom your servants have been born again and made your children.  Grant that in the power of the same Holy Spirit they may continue to grow in the knowledge and likeness of Christ; Increase in them your gracious gifts, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of right judgement and inward strength, the spirit of knowledge and godly living, and fill them O Lord, with the spirit of reverence for you, now and always.




The Candidates come forward one by one, and kneel.
The Archbishop says:
Confirm O Lord, your servant with your heavenly grace, that (s)he may continue to be yours for ever, and daily increase in your Holy Spirit until (s)he comes to your everlasting kingdom.  



      




         






Amen.
All remain kneeling for this prayer 
Heavenly Father, we pray for your servants, upon whom we have now laid our hands, after the example of the Apostles, to assure them by this sign of your favour and goodness towards them.  May your fatherly hand ever be over them, your Holy Spirit ever be with them. Lead them to know and obey your word, and keep them in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

   





    
         




Amen.

The Commission

Those who are baptized are called to worship and serve God.

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,

in the breaking of the bread, and in the prayers?

With the help of God I will.

Will you persevere in resisting evil,

and whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?

With the help of God I will.

Will you proclaim by word and example

the good news of God in Christ?

With the help of God I will.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all people,

loving your neighbour as yourself?

With the help of God I will.



The Peace     All stand and the archbishop says 

God has made us one in Christ.

He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come,

has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts.










or Peace of the Season

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

And also with you. 

THIRD HYMN During which the Collection for the Archbishop’s Fund for Training for Ministry 

Celebrating at the Lord’s Table

Remain standing

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us

Therefore let us celebrate the feast.

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord is here.



His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.



We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Father, Lord of all creation, we praise you for your goodness and your love.

When we turned away you did not reject us. You came to meet us in your Son,

welcomed us as your children and prepared a table where we might feast with you.

In Christ you shared our life that we might live in him and he in us.

He opened wide his arms upon the cross

and, with love stronger than death,

he made the perfect sacrifice for sin.
Lord Jesus Christ, our redeemer, 
on the night before you died you came to table with your friends. 

Taking bread, you gave thanks, broke it and gave it to them saying, 

Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.

Lord Jesus, we bless you: you are the bread of life.

At the end of supper you took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you

and for many for the forgiveness of sins; do this in remembrance of me.

Lord Jesus, we bless you: you are the true vine.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ:

Dying, you destroyed our death,

Rising, you restored our life;

Lord Jesus, come in glory.

Holy Spirit, giver of life, come upon us now; may this bread and wine be to us 

the body and blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ.

As we eat and drink these holy gifts

make us, who know our need of grace,

one in Christ, our risen Lord.

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Blessed Trinity: with your whole Church 

throughout the world we offer you this sacrifice of thanks and praise 

and lift our voice to join the song of heaven, for ever praising you and saying:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord

God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Thanks be to you, our God, for your gift beyond words.

Amen. Amen. Amen.

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say
Our Father, who art in heaven………..

The Breaking of the Bread

The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 

We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.

The Communion

Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world.

Happy are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed.
(Communicants of all Christian Churches are welcome to receive the Holy Communion)

The Great Silence after all have received the Holy Communion

Going Out as God’s People
Prayers after Communion

The Blessing

FINAL HYMN

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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