DUBLIN AND GLENDALOUGH 800
Three phrases sum up for me the celebration of St Lawrence-tide in Dublin in 2016.

The first is shared history. Across our traditions, we celebrate eight hundred years of shared experience in living the everyday stuff of life and the daily worship of Almighty God. The uniting of Glendalough and Dublin in 1216 has granted to both today’s Roman Catholic and Church of Ireland traditions substantially the same geography and the same communities. This is a cause of gladness. We thank God for this. We intermingle and we interweave with one another. Our histories as churches and as a society tell this story. History has handled us and we have handled history differently, combatively, interconnectedly. We are here together and we rejoice together.

The second is shared present. Throughout the year 2016-2017, there is a wide range of activities as part of DUBLIN&GLENDALOUGH 800 for all age groups. I wish to thank all who have worked so hard with Canon Horace McKinley, Caoimhe Leppard and many others to make this possible and to carry it through. From almost dream-like beginnings, the programme of events has shaped up in a most exciting way. I ask you please to spread the word and to invite your family and friends, your neighbours and your acquaintances to Come&Enjoy our celebrations. 
The third is shared future. The DUBLIN&GLENDALOUGH 800 logo shines and sparkles with new colours and with old design. The medieval tradition of stained glass, a medium for inspiration and for teaching, for colour and for depth, lives on in The 800 Design in soft and subtle shades. Numbers matter, the passage of time matters. Giving an account of our time matters to us and to others. The future beckons to us to explore and to be creative, to share religiously and spiritually more than we have shared before in our lifetime. The bedrock of this is the presence of God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit; the energy of this is the care of the creation, the proclamation of The Kingdom and the love of our neighbour as ourselves. 
I write in this way because of what I can only call my shared absence. Many months back I was invited by Archbishop Suheil Dawani, archbishop of The Diocese of Jerusalem and The Middle East, to preach at the ordination of priests in Amman, Jordan and to attend the Diocesan Synod as part of The Epiphany Agreement signed earlier this year in St George’s Cathedral Jerusalem between our two dioceses. I will be able to celebrate our St Lawrence-tide in the heartlands of Christianity itself and to bring from all of you, gathered in Christ Church Cathedral, the blessing of our life shared in Jesus Christ to the Living Stones of the Land of the Holy One. I delight that Archbishop Diarmuid Martin is in Christ Church Cathedral this evening. He, his clergy and people are our partners who share this journey of faith, hope and love with us and we with them.      
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