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The Most Reverend Dr Michael Jackson, archbishop of Dublin and bishop of Glendalough; March 28th Eve of Palm Sunday 2026

Kenneth Kearon’s volume: Marriage and Relationships: An Anglican Exploration is being launched in Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin this afternoon. I am very pleased to have been invited by the author to be part of this event. Ken and Jennifer and I have been friends for many years and, as parents, they invited me to be Gillian’s godfather. This is the cathedral in which he was ordained deacon, priest and bishop and of which he was a Canon. His broad-ranging experience across the Anglican Communion and in The University of Dublin leaves him well-placed to ‘take on,’ really the only way of expressing it, one of the thorniest and one of the most fractious theological topics of pastoral and personal import for exploration. It is a subject area the phlegmatic reactions to which change regularly with an almost nauseating degree of predictability. It matters to people, however, because it goes to the core of their being. People who observe us as we seek to deal with this area of human living in our church life are as important to us as is our own estimation of ourselves. But, inside the Anglican Communion, few of us seem to see it like this. Some dialogue is healthy. Some dialogue is toxic. This book is suffused with clarity of writing and graciousness of spirit. 
Throughout Lent, the daily Collect reminds us of an important and a significant fact: that God hates nothing that God has made. This is important for us to keep to the forefront of our minds if, in the words of the hymn: holy charity is to be our outward vesture. The Collect for Ash Wednesday which has not changed substantially since the days of Thomas Cranmer points us to the love of God as being both a creation and a cosmic issue long before the church and society made the issues under current consideration any other sort of issue. We are still in the Season of Lent and, in church circles, we are still saying this Collect so it frames and encases beautifully the launch of this particular book. It is an important corrective to excess in any direction in reactions to the topic of Ken’s book.
Anglicanism – to which Ken has devoted his life – has a history of allowing sincere, principled and well thought-through new interpretations of Scripture based on scientific and sociological developments to ventilate and to become part of the weave of Anglican lived experience. It is part of what connects us with what is our lifeblood as Anglicans – that is discerning and contributing to the common good. I sometimes think of Anglicanism itself as a theological method in search of an ecclesiastical home. This is the impetus of our ecumenical commitment. It ought to be a confidence and not a ventriloquism. This is the reason for our commitment to a particular type and form of learning. This is where the triadic methodology of Richard Hooker – Scripture, Tradition, Reason and their co-inherence – places us today. This, furthermore, is why we cannot avoid or deflect these very issues. 

A third component of the Anglican way is a particular compassion for human experience. It is what makes us, in that perhaps over-used description – a pastoral church. Yes, indeed it is Scriptural; it is also sacramental; it is also secular – in a proper understanding of that term. This compassion is not such that you can – without causing substantial damage – play these components, as I have identified them, off against one another. While it is an overwhelmingly internal argument, it is also a significantly outward looking perspective. Human experience, time after time, is what happens to people. It is also what people do to themselves and to one another. There is delight and there is damage. There is jubilation and there is devastation. It is for the church to respond compassionately first and last. None of these pendular swings of human experience is sidestepped in this volume. 
God’s love of the creation; Scripture and science working together; compassion towards human experience: these are some of the characteristics that have already begun to shine through this book. I have every confidence that further perceptions and perspectives will emerge as more and more people add their voice of response to the range of considerations and explorations that Ken has given to us. Ken has had the courage to address the issues simply but not simplistically, aggressively but not antagonistically, lovingly but not sentimentally. They are issues, as a predecessor of his in the chaplaincy in Trinity College once said, that are things on which we strive to agree to disagree – agreeably … Let us live in prayer and hope of such agreeability. 
